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whether France, by the decree of 1794, abolished 
it there, I will sa “that, if it were necessary that 
the Congress of the United States should interdict 
‘cin those Territories in order to make them free, 
j think that Congress was right in doing it. If it | 
were necessary, in order to give to the South the 
right to carry slavery there, that the interdict of | 
1820 should be removed, I think that the Con- 
ress of 1853 was wrong 1n making that repeal; 
and | cannot, sir, but say, with the light that has 
come to me upon this question, that the interdict 
of 1820 forbade and abolished slavery, if it ex- 
isted there; that the repeal of that prohibition in | 
1253, inasmuch as it allowed slavery to go there 
under certain possible circumstances, was an act 
not promotive of the formation of free States. 
That, sir, is my answer to that question. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I wish to put some inter- 
rozatories to the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. ORR. I appeal to the gentleman from 
Mississippi to withhold his questions for the pres- | 
ent, until the gentleman from Pennsylvania has | 
answered the questions, and then he can pro- | 
pound them. ; pur | 

Mr. BARKSDALE. With the understanding | 
that these questions are to be asked as soon as the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania has answered the 
interrogatories of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, | 
] yield the floor to the gentleman from Pennsyl- | 





yania, but I give notice that I shall claim it again || 


when he has done. 
Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Clerk, 
[ voted for the resolution offered by the gentle- | 
man from Tennessee [Mr. Zouiicorrer] yester- | 
day, because I cordially approve of the principle | 
embodied in that resolution. Early in the ses- | 
sion I felt ita duty, in justice to myself and to | 
those with whom I had been acting, to declare the 
opinions I entertained and the course of action I | 
should pursue upon certain questions of public 
policy. I desire to say now, sir, what I believe 
is known to the majority—if not to all—of those 
who have honored me with their confidence, that 
J have been ready at any and all times to with- 
draw my name from this protractec canvass. I 
have felt unwilling to stand, or to appear to stand, | 
in the way of any fair organization of this body. 
{n answer to the specific interrogatories here | 
presented, I say that f do not regard the Kansas 
and Nebraska bill as promotive of the formation | 
of free States; and I will further say, sir, that I 
do not believe that it is promotive of the form- 
ation of slave States. [Cries of **Good!”’] The | 
second interrogatory relates to the constitution- | 
ality of the Wilmot proviso. 
ber of the Congress of 1850, and have never been | 
called upon to affirm or deny the constitutionality | 
of the Wilmot proviso. 
I have never assumed the position, that ‘ if 
territorial bills (silent upon the subject of slavery, 
and leaving the Mexican laws to operate) were 
defeated, he {I] would vote for a bill with the 
Wilmot proviso in it.’? That question relates to 
the legislative action of the distinguished gen- | 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson.] My 
political existence commenced since that flood. 
Laughter.) 1 was not a member of that Con- 
gress, and having never taken any public posi- | 
Uon upon that subject heretofore, I am willing, 
in all frankness and candor, to do so now; and 
do so with great deference and respect for | 
those distinguished men who, in times past, have 
entertained and expressed different opinions. 
Public history informs us that slavery existed be- | 
ore the Constitution, and, in my judgment, now 
exists independent of the Constitution. When 
the people of the confederated States met, by 
their representatives in convention, to form that 
Constitution, slavery existed in all but one of 
the States of the Confederacy. The people, 
through their representatives, having an existing 
and acknowledged right to hold slaves, conceded 
s—the right to prohibit importation—after the 
year 1808. They made no cession, so far as re- 
garded the existence of domestic slavery. They 
Claimed—and it was granted—the right of reclam- 
ton in case of escape. They claimed—and it 
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was granted—the right of representation as an 


And I hold, in the 


| absence of express authority, that Congress has 


no constitutional right to legislate upon the sub- 
ject of slavery. [Applause.) I hold that the 
lerritories are the common property of all the 
States, and that the people of all the States have 
a common right to enter upon and occupy those 
Territories, and they are protected in that occu- 
pation by the flag of our common country; that 
Congress has no constitutional power either to 
legislate slavery into, or exclude it from, a Ter- 
ritory. Neither has the Territorial Legislature, 
in my judgment, any right to legislate upon that 
subject, except so far as it may be necessary to 
protect the citizens of the Territory in the enjoy- 
ment of their property, and that in pursuance of 
its organic law, as established by congressional 
legislation. When the citizens of the Territory 
shall apply for admission into the Union, they 


| may determine for themselves the character of 


their institutions, (by their State constitution;) 
and it is their right keen to declare whether they 
will tolerate slavery or not, and, thus fairly de- 
ciding for themselves, should be admitted into 
the Union as States without reference to the sub- 
ject of slavery. The Constitution was formed by 
the people of the States for purposes of mutual 
advantage and protection. The States are sover- 
eignties, limited only so far as they have surren- 


| dered their powers to the General Government. 


The General Government, thus created and lim- 
ited, acts with certain positive, defined, and clearly 
ascertained powers. Its legislation and adminis- 
tration should be controlled by the Constitution; 
and it cannot justly employ its powers thus 
delegated to impair or destroy any existing or 
vested rights belonging to the people of any of 
the States. 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL suggested 
that the genileman from New Jersey had been 
voted for, and that he, too, should be heard upon 
these interrogatories. {[Laughter. Cries of * Call 
the roll!’? and ‘* Pennineton!’’ in the midst of 
much confusion. 


*Mr. BARKSDALE obtained the floor at the 


|| moment Mr. Pennincton addressed the Chair. 


The CLERK. 


Will the gentleman from Mis- 


| sissippi yield to the gentleman from New Jer- 


sey? 


Mr. BARKSDALE. I yield to Mr. Pennie- || 


TON. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. 
from Kentucky [Mr. Marsuaut] takes me en- 
tirely by surprise. I certainly could have had 


| no expectation, when I came to the Hall to-day, 


that any gentleman would think of calling for a 
eee to the interrogatories propounded yes- 
terday by the honorable gentleman from ‘Tennes- 


see [Mr. Zotuicorrer] from a candidate so ob- ‘ 


scure and unpromising as myself. [Laughter.] 
Why, sir, he should recollect that 1 am wholly 
out of the triangle—this political pons asinorum, 
over which the very ingenious oak tuscsienbhin. 
ing body of gentlemen around me, with the aid 
of the most skillful of engineers, have been fruit- 
lessly struggling to effect a safe passage for the 


last five weeks. [Bursts of laughter.} I thought || 


I could discover in the merry twinkle of my 


| friend’s eye, as he called for my response, the 
triumphant anticipation of a capital joke at my | 


expense; but 1 am not to be caught so easily, 1 
assure him. 


Mr. Clerk, my friend 
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were expected to answer were to be served with 
copies of the catechism; and it would seem that 
all the triangular candidates have been duly served, 
and have thus had ample opportunity to prepare 
their responses, while no such respect has been 
paid to your humble servant, [Laughter.} I must 
enter my solemn protest against being taken at 
such disadvantage, and under such circumstances. 
I appeal to every high-minded gentleman to say 
whether L am not bound by a proper self-respect 
to assume a dignified reserve? 
But to be serious, Mr. Clerk, I propose to avail 
myself of this occasion to say to the House and 
the country what I should have been glad to have 
said long ago, if a fit opportunity had been pre- 
sented to do so, in explanation of the part which 
I have borne in this contest. The position which 
I have been made to oceupy has been, to me, for 
some time past, extremely irksome, and, in some 
degree, involuntary. Though apparently a can- 
didate, it is well known to my more Intimate 
friends, and to many, if not most, of the mem- 
bers of the House, that I am not such in the 
proper sense of that term. I have had, from the 
first, no aspiration for the office of Speaker; but, 
on the contrary, have shrunk, with unfeigned 
self-distrust, from the difficulties and responsi- 
bilities of the position. At the commencement 
of the session, in view of the peculiar elements 
constituting the present House, since so clearly 
developed, | yielded a reluctant consent to the use 
of my name in this connection upon the urgent 
solicitations of friends, both here and elsewhere, 
in whose judgment and disinterested patriotism 
I have reason to confide, with no purpose, either 
on their part or on mine, other than to facilitate 
the organization. I assert no claim to such an 
elevation. I have solicited no support. I have 
no desire to obstruct, nor will I for a moment 
allow myself to stand in the way of, an adjust- 
ment of the difficulties which surround us. | feel 
sure that every gentleman here will do me the 
| justice to say, whatever injurious insinuations to 
| the contrary may have found their way into the 

public prints, that lam in no measure, beyond 
| any other member of this body, responsible for 


'| that delay in our action which has excited the 


If, indeed, he could haveentrapped | 


me into a serious exposition of my political prin- | 
ciples, for this occasion, with no better show of | 
| success than my little band of six or seven, he 
| might well have boasted of the best joke of the 


season, [Renewed laughter.] It was the great 


| Napoleon, I believe, who said, “ there is but one 


| step from the sublime to the ridiculous.’’ 


With | 


a lively disposition to extend every reasonable | 
accommodation to nvy friend, I must beg leave to | 
decline most respectfully to take that particular | 


step just now. {|Laughter. 

Besides, sir, 1 have not been served with the 
interrogatories! [Laughter.] I believe it was 
understood yesterday that the candidates who 


| just indignation and disgust of 
am ready to coéperate in any 
promise to relieve us from our embarrassment. 
The public business is suffering from the obsti- 
nate pursuit, on all sides, of a contest which as 
yet holds no promise of victory to either, but 
| only continued disadvantage to the public in- 
terests. 

Sir, Iam heartily tired of this fruitless strug- 
gle; and attaching less consequence to the choice 
which we shall make than many of those around 
me, | am prepared, after so much delay and dif- 
ficulty, to cast my vote for any gentleman, on 
any side of this House, whose election may be 
effected by such aid. From the first moment of 
the session I have been anxious for the organ- 
ization. I have not beén, by any means, partic- 
ular in my choice among the candidates in oppo- 
sition to the Administration. On the ‘first three 
| trials I voted successively for the gentleman from 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts, [| Mesers, 
Campsett, Futier, and Banks,]} indicating, at 
the outset, my willingness to contribute to the 
election of either of those gentlemen. ‘The gen+ 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Campse.t] knows—-for 
he had the amplest assurances to that effect—that 
my vote and those of my colleagues were at his 
command at any moment when they would have 
secured his election, up to the time of his with- 
| drawal from the contest. He asked no compli- 

mentary votes, and was satisfied to wait for ours 
till they could render him a more substantial ser- 
vice. I deem this a proper occasion to say, not 
only that he was my first choice, but that I was, 
and still am, of opinion that he was eminently 
entitled to this honor by the distinguished ability 
| and unwavering fidelity with which he had served 
his party and his country. 
After his withdrawal, (an act as graceful as it 


the country. I 
effort that may 


) was honorable and self-sacrificing,) I declined 
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the offer of a large body of friends to press my 
name upon the attention of the House. I gave 
way to the gentleman from Massachusetts, [ Mr. 
Banxs,] and, at the first moment when it seemed 
practicable to elect him, my vote and those of 
my colleagues were cast in his support; and from 


that moment to this we have ever been ready to | 


contribute to that result. It is true that the gen- 


tleman from Massachusetts was, for many rea- | 
sons, unacceptable to us, and that much has been | 


said and done in the progress of this contest, on 
the part of his friends, (for which, however, we 
do not hold him responsible, ) calculated to alien- 
ate us from his support. It 1s true that we have 
not coneurred with our judgments, though we 
have by our votes, in the pertinacious effort 
which ats been made to elect that gentleman; 
nor have we been willing to take the gentleman 
from Hllinois [Mr. Riemarpson] as the only 
alternative to the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts—a line of policy which has been urged 
upon the Opposition in this body with a dogma- 
tism only equaled by its absurdity, and the ma- 


lign spirit which dictates it. The rule of conduct | 


adopted, in this respect, by my colleagues and 
myself was adopted also by all who were origin- 
ally my friends, and we have been found united 
for more than a month, contrary to our convic- 
tions of sound policy, in an eflort, as yet un- 


availing and inauspicious, to elect the gentleman | 


from Massachusetts. 


In the mean time, while my name has remained | 


in nomination, the votes of six gentlemen, not 
originally my friends, and having now, as | pre- 
sume, no special preference for me, but unwilling 
to vote for the gentleman from Massachusetts 
for reasons satisfactory to themselves, upon their 
own representative responsibility, have been con- 


centrated upon me in good faith; and it seems to | 


be well understood that no one of these gentlemen 
ean be brought to the aid of the gentleman from 


Massachusetts, though I should peremptorily || 


decline their support. 


Under this state of facts, it is suggested that I | 


should decline; and telegraphic dispatches have 
been transmitted in every direction to create a 
public impression that I am an obstacle to the 


organization, and, by thus placing me in a false | 
position, to constrain me to a course of action 


which does not commend itself to my convic- 
tions of duty or honor, with a design, as it seems 
to me, not so much to promote the election of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts as to embar- 
rass those who have thus honored me, and, in my 
name, held out to the friends of that gentleman 
the olive branch of conciliation and peace. 

Sir, | need no suggestion from any quarter to 


press on me considerations of public duty or | 


personal interest in relation to this or any other 
subject. I have not been quite so passive a spec- 
tator of this contest as to have been inattentive 
to such considerations. I need no monitor to 
remind me of my duty or my interests; least of 
all, such a monitoras has set himself upto instruct 
the members of this House in the lie of their 
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withdrawing my name from the contest. Sir, I 
ask no position, in the House or elsewhere, to 

Fen not justly entitled. I wish to earn 
for myself no factitious importance; least of all, 
to do so at the expense of my own self-respect, 
and the sacrifice of my own honor. 

Now, sir, | pass to the matter of the interroga- 
tories. Ihavenotread them. I have heard them 
read but indistinctly at the Clerk’s table. They 
involve, if I correctly understand their general 
tenor, qubstions of grave importance, demanding 


fora response deliberate consideration. Ofcourse | 
I could not be expected now to respond to them; | 
and I am free to say that, had lexamined them, I | 


could not, under present circumstances, be in- 
duced to trouble the House with any reply. It 


will be time enough for me seriously to consider | 
the propriety of answering these, or any other | 


interrogatories, when there shall appear to be a 
more general purpose seriously entertained to use 
my name in this contest, 

Sir, I am no party to the contract implied by 
the resolution of the gentleman from Tennessee, 


and the vote which has been given in support of | 


it. I voted to lay the resolution on the table, and, 


| to preserve order and decorum—functions which || 
in norespect involve any political principle. They | 


that failing, 1 voted squarely against its adoption. | 


I am, therefore, in no measure responsible for its 
passage, nor in any degree committed to the line 
of conduct which it indicates. I agree most fully 
to the general principle affirmed by the resolution; 


but, as I view it, that principle has no applica- | 


bility to the business now before the House. ‘The 
Speaker of this body is selected to preside over 
its deliberations, to conduct its proceedings, and 


| involve the principles of personal integrity, im- 
| partiality, and capacity, and, on these points, I 





duty, and to hold it in awe by the lash of a pow- || 


erful press. I am the keeper of my own honor, 


and 1 shall judge for myself, fearless of open || 


denunciations or covert insinuations, come from 


what quarter they may, what my obligations are | 
to myself, to my constituents, and to my country. | 
And | have now to say, once for all, that when- | 
ever it shall appear to me that the continuance of | 


my name in nomination shall have evena tendency 
to delay the organization, | shall without a mo- 


ment’s hesitation, ask my colleague who placed | 


it there to withdraw it. 


It will cost me no saeri- | 


fice todo so; for, if I had ever indulged any desire | 
for success, I have long ceased to look upon itas | 


probable, or even practicable. 
continue to occupy the position which I have 
maintained hitherto, from the beginning of the 
contest, I shall, in that event, be enabled to pre- 


Till then I shall | 


sent to those gentlemen who have thus concen- | 


trated their votes upon me, a reason for declining 


their aeons the force of which, I doubt not, | 


they will be among the first to appreciate. In the 


. . | 
absence of such a reason, I should be guilty of | 


a gross dereliction of honor and good faith, 
and unworthy the respect of my peers in this 
body, if 1 were thus contemptuously to shake 


the dust of my feet in the faces of those gentle- | 


men. It has been intimated that I might purchase 


have only to say, that, if the general tenor of my 


| life and conversation, open to all men, and my 


intercourse with the members of this House, do 


not afford sufficient guarantees in these respects, | 


they are as free to reject as they are to elect. 


It may be said, Mr. Clerk, that the Speaker has | 
| in his power the appointment of the committees 

|| of the 
There is no existing law, rule, or resolution, || 
When | 


House. his may or may not be so. 


which vests this authority in that officer. 
we shall have elevated to the chair any honorable 


member of this body to preside over its delibera- 


tions—when we shall have committed to such 


member the preservation of order and decorum, 


the proper time will have arrived to determine 
whether his character and principles be such as 


| to justify us in intrusting to him so important and 


responsible a power. 

But, sir, if it were true, that by any existing 
regulation the Speaker would ex officio possess 
the power to appoint the committees, or it be con- 
templated, according to established usage, to vest 
that power in him, I do not see how the principle 
enunciated by the resolution could have any 
proper relation to the selection of that officer. 
Lhe duty of the Speaker, in the appointment of 
committees, is fixed by a well-defined, though 
too often disregarded, principle of parliamentary 
law. He would be bound by that principle, and 
ought, and doubtless would be required, under 
the pain of removal, whatever might be his indi- 
vidual opinions or personal preferences, to con- 
stitute the standing committees upon the various 
branches of the public service in conformity to 
the ascertained sentiments of a majority of the 
House. Itisa rule of parliamentary law, equally 
well defined—though this, too, has been too fre- 
quently disregarded—that select or special com- 
mittees are to be constituted of a majority at 
least of the friends of the measure referred to 
them, however odious it may be to the House 
or to its presiding officer. I confess, therefore, 


that with these views [ cannot see the necessity | 


or prdpriety of instituting an inquisition into 
the peculiar political opinions of candidates, es- 
pecially with such extreme nicety as character- 
izes the points made by the interrogatories of 
the gentleman from Tennessee. It seems to me 
that enough ought to be known of any gentle- 
man, fit for such a position, without subjecting 


| him to the humiliation of submitting himself to 


| 


be questioned and cross-questioned in this Hall 
as to all the minute points and phases of his 

litical principles, and that, too, with all the 
ittle chicanery of the bar-room and the hustings. 


position in this House and before the country by | For myself, sir, I am satisfied to be judged, and 
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to stand or fall, by my past political life, and t}, 
record which I have made in the public seryje,. 
to which I beg leave to refer the inquisitive, 

I will make no pledge, subject myself to y, 
test, submit to no condition or humiliation . 
insure success, 

And now, sir, not desiring further to ocey y 
the attention of the House, I have only to od 
again that, in my position and with my views. 1 
most respectfully decline to be put through the 
catechism. re 

In conclusion, Mr. Clerk, I may illustrate my 
position by the point of an anecdote of boyhood 
days. It is now Saturday afternoon, and ther: 
are doubtless around me many who, with me, wij) 
associate, while life lasts, with that time vivid 
recollections of the delectable exercises in thp 
smaller and larger catechism wherewith we wer 
initiated into the rudiments of the Westminste; 
Confession of Faith. LTremember on one of these 
occasions to have been seated by a waggis) 
youngster, who, upon being called up and asked 
what progress he had made in his catechism, 
very naively replied, that he had got beyond 
** effectual ealling.”? [Roars of laughter. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. The interrogatories, My. 
Clerk, which I propose to put to the gentlemay 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Banxs,] I intend for ali 
the gentlemen who are candidates for the speak- 
ership; and, in order that the House and the 
gentlemen to whom they are propounded may 
understand them, I will now read them: 

Are you now a member of the American or 
Know Nothing party ? 

Are you in favor of abolishing slavery in the 
District of Columbia, the United States forts, 
_dock-yards, &e.? 
| Do you believe in the equality of the white and 
|| black races in the United States; and do you wish 
| to promote that equality by legislation ? 
re you in favor of the entire exclusion of 
adopted citizens and Roman Catholics from office? 
| Do you favor the same modification—and this 
question I intend particularly for the gentleman 
| from Massachusetts, [Mr. Banks]—of the tariff 
| now which you did at the last session of Congress? 
| Mr. BINGHAM. Linsist that, before any more 
interrogatories are put, those which I have pro- 
pounded be answered. 

The CLERK. Does the gentleman from Mis- 
_sissippi withdraw his interrogatories for the pres- 
ent? 

Mr. BARKSDALE. No, sir. 

Mr. RICHARDSON took the floor. 

The CLERK. Does the gentleman from Mis 
sissippi yield to the gentleman from Illinois? 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I do, sir. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I wish to answer the 
questions a ounded. 

Mr. KENNETT, (interrupting.) Task whether 
|it isin order to put one or two more interroga- 
| tories in addition to those propounded by the 
|, gentleman from Mississippi? I should like tw 
| know of each candidate for the speakership, in- 
| cluding my friend from New Jersey, [Mr. Pey- 

NINGTON,] whether he believes in a future state 
| or not? [Laughter.] And then, provided he 

answers that question affirmatively, I desire to 
| know whether he believes it will be a free or aslave 
| state? [Roars of laughter.] 
|| Mr. BARKSDALE. I would say to the gen- 
| tleman from Missouri [Mr. Kennerr] that, if 
| he intends by that interrogatory to cast any re 
| flection upon me, either directly or indirectly— 
| [excitement, and cries of ** No! no!’?}—I hurltt 
| back with all the scorn, derision, an sone 
| which its insolence and impudence so justly 
| merits. [Loud cries of ‘ Order !’’ ‘¢ Order!”’} 
| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I call the gentle- 
] man to order. ; 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Sir, he has no right to 
| call me to order; and I demand by what right he 
| calls me to order? [Continued cries of ** Order! 
| and much confusion in the ok 
| Mr.CAMPBELL. I again call the gentleman 


{Mr. Barkspa.e] to order. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr.GROW. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. KENNETT. I have only to remark, Mr. 
Clerk, that the tenor of my questions must have 
| been misunderstood by the House, if it thinks they 
_were designed to reflect on the gentleman from 
Mississippi, (Mr. Barxspate.] They wet 
intended good-naturedly. And | have to ®*¥ 
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further, that no gentleman in this House or out of 


it need expect to intimidate me, or to insult me in 
this manner. I have made all the apology, Mr. 
Clerk, that I intend to make. That apology was 
made to the House. I did not intend my remarks 
to be understood in any but @ jocular way; but 
[ consider, at the same ume, that the remarks made 
by the gentleman [Mr. Barkspace] about Ameri- 
eanism fully jusufy me in putting such a query. 
[Cries of “*Good!’’ ‘Call the roll !’’] 

The CLERK. Does the gentleman from Penn- 
evivania [Mr. Grow] insist on his motion to ad- 
journ? 


Mr. GROW. Ido, sir. 


Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman from Illinois | 


Mr. Ricwarpson]} rs on the floor. Let us hear 
what he has to say. 

The Clerk put the question on adjournment, 
and the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I have received a copy 
of the inquiries eee by the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Binenam.] I have looked over 
these interrogatories, and it seems to me that 
| have answered them substantially, with the 
exception of the first and fifth. I refer that gen- 
teman, therefore, to the remarks submitted by 
me this morning, for my answer to his questions, 
with the exception of those I have indicated. 
The first inquiry 1s: 


“Do you hold that the Constitution of the United States || 
extends to, and is of full force within the several Territo- | 


ries thereof ??? 


In reply to this interrogator 
that I do recognize the Constitution of the United 
States as extending over the Territories, so far 
as it is applicable to their condition. Thatis my 
answer to the first. 

The fifth is in the following language: 

“Do you hold that, under the Constitution, a person held 
to service or labor within said Territory, escaping therefrom 
into any State in this Union, caa be reclaimed under the 
fugitive slave law ; or is such person within the extradition 
clause of the seeond section of the fourth article of the 
Constitution ??? 

In reply to this I have to say that, by the ex- 
press terms of the bill organizing the Territories 
of Kansas and Nebraska, and other Territories 
organized subsequent to the passage of the fugi- 
tive slave law, that law goes into operation in 
those Territories. 

Now, sir, as to the other interrogatories pro- 
pounded by the gentleman from Mississippi, 
|Mr. Barkxspate,| I have to say that I belong 
tono Know Nothing or American organization. 
I belong to no secret political organization. 

[ am opposed to the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia. Lam opposed to interference 
with it in the dock-yards, or any place else, by 
the Congress of the United States. 

{ believe that the Almighty made the negro in- 
ferior to the white man. I do not believe you can 
place them upon an equality, unless you bring 


down the white man to his level; and I am op- || 


posed to that. 

In reply to the facetious inquiries of my friend 
from Missouri, [Mr. Kennetr,] I have to say 
{ am sometimes afraid that, in that future state 
in which I believe, he, myself, and some of our 
associates here, will not be free. [Laughter.] 

Mr. KENNETT. I am very glad, Mr. Clerk, 
that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricwarp- 
son] is getting a little anxious about his condi- 
ton, as well as that of other members of the 
House. I think he has great cause. [Laughter.] 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I am very anxious, not 
only in reference to myself, but in relation to my 
friend from Missouri. But, sir, 1 am informed 
that I omitted one of the questions ropounded 
by the gentleman from Mississippi, (M 
pg in relation to Catholics and adopted citi- 

ens, 
_ Sir, do not know, nor care, what « man’s re- 
‘glous opinions may be. I would as soon support 
a Catholic for office as a man professing any other 
eal sentiments corresponded with my own. I 
think, sir, in reference to this Government of 
ours, that our only safety, or at least, that our 
gteatest safety, upon this subject of religion, 1s in 
‘arrying out the policy never to carry our religion 


= = and never carry our politics to | 
urch, 


a They are distinct and separate—unal- 
‘rably so. A Catholic is as much entitled to 


Protection in this country as those of any other 
religion. 


I have to say | 


r. BaRKs- | 


religion, provided he was qualified, and his polit- | 


| to be understood as saying that the people of the 


| will determine whether the questions of the gen- 


| swers of the gentleman from Illinois have gone 


| 


| 





I have no prejudice against the Catho- || recollect that universal objection was made to the 





| citizen; and I expect to vote for them in future as 


‘man from Ohio,I have to say that I substantially 


| and propound verbal questions. 


| tion of the House. 


| the House yesterday authorized these interroga- 
| tories to be put to gentlemen; and the resolution 


lies, nor have I against foreigners. I voted, the 
last time J voted, in my own State, for an adopted | 


often as they are presented, provided they are 
qualified. , 

Mr. BINGHAM. The honorable gentleman 
from Illinois [Mr. conten has stated to the 
House that he has answered all of my questions 
except the first and fifih. I beg leave toask that 
gentleman whether, in his remarks, he has given 
any reply to my second, third, fourth, and sixth 
interrogatories; and will the gentleman respond 
to those questions ? 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 


In reply to the gentle- 


responded to his interrogatory this morning. 

Mr. BINGHAM. In what way has the gen- 
tleman answered the second, third, fourth, and 
sixth questions which | had the honor to submit 
to him? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I said, in my remarks 
this morning, that, in my opinion, the people of 
a Territory have the right either to establish or 
prohibit African slavery. I think that is an an- 
swer to the gentleman’s question. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Does the gentleman mean 


Territory of Kansas can, by territorial enactment, 
establish or prohibit African slavery therein? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Ido not wish to single 
out a particular instance. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Clerk, I submit to the 
House that the honorable gentleman from Illinois 
has not answered my several interrogatories, 
either directly or indirectly, and I insist upon full 
and explicit answers thereto. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I object to those in- 
terrogatories. The answers of the gentleman 
from Illinois and of other gentlemen have been 
given and have gone to the country. The country 





tleman from Ohio [Mr. Brnenam] have been an- 
swered. It is not for any gentleman here to rise 
I objected to it 
when it came from the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi, [Mr. Barxspa.e,] and I object now when 
it comes from another quarter. I insistupon pur- 
suing the regular course laid out this morning, 
and which we have pursued. I repeat, the an- 


to the country, and the country will judge of 
their pertinence. 

Mr. BINGHAM. If the questions have not | 
been answered, how will the country judge? I 
have put no question to the gentleman which was 
not reduced to writing by me. 

Mr. COBB. The questions, with the answers, 
have gone to the country, and it will be for the 
country to determine whether they are pertinent 
or not. 

Mr. STANTON. That certainly is sufficient. 
I think that ought to be satisfactory to my col- 
league, [Mr. Binenam.] 

Mr. BINGHAM. I submitted, in writing, a 
series of questions, as authorized by the resolu- 
Some of these questions 
have not been answered. They were respectfully | 
and properly submitted, and I have a right to 
insist upon an answer to them. 

Mr. COBB. I call to order; the gentleman from 
Ohio is out of order. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The resolution passed by 


implied, if it meant anything, that the questions 
should be answered. 

Mr. COBB. I call to order. 
shall be enforced. 

The CLERK. No order was made by the 
House in the matter; but it was agreed, by com- 
mon consent, that the questions should be put to 
the gentlemen who are before the House as can- 
didates for the speakership, in succession. 

[Cries of ‘*Call the roll!’’ ** Hear Banxs!”] 


I insist that it 





Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. I suppose 
that the other gentlemen will answer, of course. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to call the attention 
of the House and the country to the fact 

Mr. HOUSTON. I call the gentleman to 
order. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 
heard for ten minutes. 


The CLERK. The gentleman from Ohio will 





[ insist on my right to be 


| 
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gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Barxsparr} 
proceeding when he proposed questioning the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, and in this way 
interfering with what seemed to be the course 
that it was the general wish should be pursued. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Does the Clerk say that I 
am out of order in putting inquiries to the gentle- 
man from Ilineis? 

The CLERK. The Clerk makes no decision. 
If the House consent, the gentleman will proceed 
with his remarks. The Clerk merely suggests, 
as it seems to be the pleasure of the House, that 
the questions had better go around. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Very well, then; I yield the 
floor. [Cries of That is right!’? ‘* Now let 
the questions go around!’’] 

Mr. BANKS. I repeat, Mr. Clerk, the prin- 
ciple on which I answer interrogatories from any 
quarter, and it is, that | speak as a member of this 
House for one of the districts of the State of 
Massachusetts. 

In regard to my position as connected with the 
parties of the country, I wish to make my state- 
ment in my own way, inasmuch as itis a matter 
which particularly concerns myself. 1 will state 
the facts, and the gentleman from Mississippi, 
[Mr. Barxspa.e,}] and other gentlemen, will 
draw their own inferences. What they may be, 
itis not for me to say. When | was elected to 
this House as a member from the State of Mas- 
sachusetts, I was elected on the nomination of 
the regular Democratic party and of the Ameri- 
can party of that district. The American party 
was very largely in the majority. Il avowed rnd 
sentiments freely and fully on the questions which 
are involved in the issue presented by that party, 
before there was any especial cause for me to a 
so, and before it had pttunated the attention of the 
country; and as an answer to the fourth inter- 
rogatory put to me by the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi, after it had been submitted to the gentle- 


| man from Illinois, [ have only to say that, in the 


speech which I delivered to this body during the 
last Congress, | expressed freely and fully all my 
opinions on the subject. The record is there, and 
to it l refer the gentlemen for information. Let 
the record speak. I have adopted the maxim of 
Junius, that it is an unfortunate waste of time for 
a man to spend any considerable portion of his life 
in commentaries on his own works. {Laughter. | 

Il come now to speak to the interrogatory in 
reference to the equality of the white and black 
races. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. Take the next one before 
that. 

Mr. BANKS. Please allow me to speak to 
the interrogatories in my own order. 

I have to say, in this matter, that I accept the 
doctrine of the Declaration of Independence, that 
all men are created equal. In regard to the su- 
periority of races, I am impressed with the con- 
viction that it is to be determined ultimately by 
capacity forendurance. So far as | have studied 
the subject, it seems to me to be the general 
law, that the weaker is absorbed or disappears 
altogether. Whether the black race of this con- 
tinent, or any other part of the world, is equal 
to the white race, can only be determined by the 
absorption or disappearance of one or the other; 
and I propose to wait until the respective races 
can be properly subjected to this philosophical 
test before i give a decisive answer. [Roars of 
laughter. } 

As the other question is the key to the politics 
of the country, I will now give it my attention. 

** Are you in favor of restoring the Missouri restriction ; 
or do you go for the entire prohibition of slavery in all the 
Territories of the United States ?”’ 

The territorial question of this day refers to the 
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska. I leave the 
territories which are to come hereafter to the 
hereafter; but I say, at the same time, that | am 


| in favor of the prohibition of slavery in Kansas 


and Nebraska. Then, in regard to the first clause 
of the interrogatory—are you in favor of restor- 
ing the Missouri restriction ?—~I have to say that I 
desire that the prohibition made by southern men 
and southern States—the inhibition of the insti- 
tution of slavery in the Territories of Kansas and 
Nebraska—shail be made good to the people of the 
country. I care not in what manner it shall be 
done—whether there be a restoration of the tech- 
nical andarbitrary line, or by some other methods, 
or appliances, or principles, there shall be made 
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en to the people of the United States the pro- 


sibition for which the southern States contracted | 


| 


and received a consideration. 1 am for the sub- 
stantial restoration of the prohibition as it has 
existed since 1820. 

Here are several questions in regard to slavery 
in the District of Columbia and the modification 
of the tariff laws as they now exist. I stand here 
ready and desirous and determined to co6perate 
with the men of the United States who are for the 
substantial restoration of the prohibition of the 
institution of slavery in the Territories of Kansas 
and Nebraska. Iam ready to act with men of 
any party and of any views for the accomplish- 
ment of this great end. I shall ask no man with 
whom I shall coéperate in this matter what he 
thinks of the abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia, or what he thinks, or shall do on 
the tariff question. 

In my view of the politics of this country 
these questions are not in issue; and, sir, inas- 


much as I propose to ask no opinions of those | 


with whom I coéperate, upon such questions 
apart from the great political issues of this coming 
year, 80, sir, say, that Lhave no opinions myself 
to pronounce. ‘That, Mr. Clerk, is my answer. 





Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania. ‘Mr. Clerk, | 


{ shall answer the questions specifically and di- 
rectly, reserving to myself the privilege of more 
full explanation hereafter. 


“Are you in favor of restoring the Missouri restriction, 


or do you go for the entire prohibition of slavery in all the | 


Territories of the United States ?”’ 


L am opposed to any legislation upon those sub- | 


jects for reasons already given. 


‘Are you in favor of abolishing slavery in the District 
of Columbia and the United States forts, dock-yards, &c?”’ 


I am not, sir. 


* Do you believe in the equality of the white and black 


races in the United States, and do you wish to promote | 


that equality by legisiation ?”’ 
I do not, sir. 
ence for white people. [Laughter.] 
* Are you in favor of the entire exclusion of adopted 
citizens and Roman Catholics from office 7” 
Cries of “ Yes or no!”’ and laughter. ] 
Mr. Clerk, I think with General Washington— 


I acknowledge a decided prefer- | 


and he is a very high authority—that it does not | 
comport with the policy of this country to ap- | 
= foreigners to office to the exclusion of native- | 
y 


orn citizens. [Loud applause in the galleries. ] 
But I wish to say that i proseribe no man be- 
eause of his religion; I denounce no man because 
of his politics, I accord toall the largest liberty 
of opinion and of expression, of conscience 
and of worship. I care not, sir, what creed a 
man may profess; I care not to what denomina- 
tion he may belong; be he Mohammedan, Jew, 
or Gentile, I concede to him the right to worship 
according to the dictates of his own judgment. 
Il invade no man’s altar, and would not disturb 
any man’s vested rights. Whatever we have 
been, whatever we are, and whatever we may be, 
rests between us and Heaven. I[allow no mortal 
to be my mediator; and, judging no man, will 
by no man be judged. With regard to those of 
foreign birth, I do not desire to exclude them. 
I say to them: **Come, enter upon the public 
lands; occupy the public territory; build up for 
yourselves homes, acquire property, and teach 
your children to love the Constitution and laws 
which protect them;”’ but I dosay that in all mat- 
ters of legislation, and in all matters of adminis- 
tration, sdmericans should govern America. 

“Do you favor the same modification of the tariff now 
that you did at the Jast session of Congress ?”’ 

I was not a member of the last Congress; and 
all shat I would now ask upon the subject of the 
tariff is, ‘‘ to be let alone.’ 

BALLOT FOR SPEAKER. 

The House then proceeded to vote the one hun- 
dred and eighth time for Speaker, with the fol- 
lowing result: Whole number of votes cast, 207; 
necessary toa choice, 104; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received............... ccncen Oe 
ee As SO oko 5 oi k's GEE veh sca cine .. 69 
RE ei 5h oo cakes i ste t BTS i cece 040 8 of 
Alexander C. M. Pennington....... .csseeseeecsee 7 
eT En 00.5ba cane ettunt bso adele 1 
Gilchrist Porter.......... 1 
a ins io a isaac bina dik hoes ete 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour. 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bliss, B 








| fington, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Cam 


bell, Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Unein,Ounbesk, 
Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dick- 
son, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Gid- 


| dings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert 8. Hall, Harlan, 
| Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Vaicntine B. Horton, How- 


ard, Hugliston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowiton, 
Knox, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, MeCarty, Meacham, Mor- 
gan, Morrill, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, 


| Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purvi- 
| anee, Ritchie, Robbins, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sher- 


man, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, 
Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Tyson, Wade, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Wash- 


| burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Wood- 


ruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson— Messrs. Aiken, Allen,, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Hendley S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, 
Boyce, Branch, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, 
Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, 


| Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Green- 
| wood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 


| 
} 
| 
| 


| 


Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 
S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Powell, 
Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Samuel A. Smith, 
William Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Vail, War- 
ner, Watkins, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, and John V. 
Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 
lile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Evans, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Hoffman, Kennett, 
Lake, Lindley, Humphrey Marshall, Alexander K. Mar- 
shall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Ri- 
caud, Rivers, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, 
Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Bishop, Dunn, Edwards, 
Harrison, Haven, Moore, and Scott. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

kor Mr. Bennett—Mr. Brenton. 


Mr. KEITT (when his name was called) said: 
The House will remember the somewhat unpleas- 
ant discussion yesterday between the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Sage] and myself. It is 


contrary to my character and habits to impugn | 


} 


the motives of any one, or to inflict discourtesy | 


onany one. It is equally foreign to my habits 
to do injustice to any one. I wish now to say, 
after glancing over the report of what took place, 
that I somewhat misapprehended the language 
of the gentleman from New York; and 1 see also 


that the interrogatory which I propounded to him | 
might be liable to misconstruction, or, rather, be | 


regarded as harsh and discourteous. I wish to 
disclaim that entirely. The language I used af- 
terwards was meant to be harsh, but I see nothing 
on which to found it; and now, without an 


ap- | 


plication having been made to me, I very cheer- | 
fully express, both to the gentleman from New | 
York and to the House, my regret for having | 


used it. I vote for Mr. 

Mr. SAGE. } 
explanation of the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina, I regretted the occurrence of yesterday, and 
I wish to say, in addition, that I have had the 
pleasure of the gentleman’s acquaintance for two 


UICHARDSON. 


years, and there is no gentleman in this House | 


for whom I entertain a higher respect than I do 
for him. 

Mr. NICHOLS (when his name was called) 
said: I desire to state, that Mr. Morr is absent 
from the city upon urgent business, and for that 
reason 1s not present to vote. 


Mr. RICHARDSON said: I have paired off | 


for the day with Mr. Morr, and therefore decline 
to vote. 

Mr. TAYLOR also announced that he had 
paired off with a gentleman from New York. 

Mr. PEARCE stated that Mr. Trarron was 
detained from the House through sickness. 

Mr. EDIE. I move the House do now ad- 
journ. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The House accordingly (at three o’clock) ad- 


| journed till Monday, at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpar, January 14, 1856. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 


The Journal of Thursday last was read and 
approved. 


ADJOURNMENT TO THURSDAY. 


On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet on 


Thursday next. 


Mr. HUNTER. I move that the Senate ad- 


radshaw, Buf || journ. I think (if I may be allowed to say a 


I am perfectly satisfied with the | 


1 








January 14, 


word) that the Senate should be consist 


itself. We should either do no neidudes wah 


Ive busi. 


| ness, as is according to precedent, until the House 


shall be organized, or we should do muc! 
| than we have done. For the purpose of ta] 
| the sense of the Senate on that 


| that the Senate do now adjourn. 


1 More 


King 


subject, I move 


The motion was agreed to, and the Senatp 


| adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpar, January 14, 1856. 


The House was called to order by the Clerk at 
twelve o’clock m. 


The Journal of Saturday was read and approved 
BIBLES IN THE CONGRESSIONAL LIBRAry, 


Mr. TRAFTON. I desire the attention of the 
House but foramoment only. I was detained a, 
home by sickness on Saturday last, but in Jook. 
ing over the proceedings of the House of tha 
day, my eye lit upon some remarks reported to 
have been uttered by the honorable gentleman 
from Ohio,(Mr. Campseti.] Now, sir, I do not 
often take notice of what newspapers say, be. 
cause newspaper reports are not always reliable, 
But I exceedingly regret that the gentleman from 
Ohio should have felt bound, in congressional 
parlance, to inform the country of the fact that 
there was no copy of the Bible in the Congres. 
sional Library. In the report which I have 
before me, I find the following report of his rp. 
marks: 

** He [Mr. CAMPBELL] had a scrap-book, frem which he 
wished to read for their information. It contained the Demo- 
cratic platform in 1832—which was slayery, and in 1852 both 
parties said there should be no agitation of slavery. He 


| held in his hand two platforms which he approved of, the 





Constitution and Declaration of Independence. 

“ He would have had a Bible in order to read the platform 
that in ancient time was made in the mountains of Judea, 
but said there was none to be found in the Congressional 
Library ; there-was one, but it had been removed to make 
place for the works of Eugene Sué.’’ 


Now, Mr. Clerk, if the gentleman is correctly 
reported, I exceedingly regret that the announce- 
ment should be made to this country and to the 
world that the Congressional Library of the Uni- 


| ted States of America contained no copy of the 


Holy Scriptures. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, (interrupting.) | 

would say to the gentleman 
Mr. TRAFTON. If the gentleman is not cor- 

rectly reported, I have nothing more to say. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. From what paper does 
the gentleman read? 

Mr. TRAFTON, 
Organ, of this city. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I think there is some in- 
accuracy in the report. What I intended to say, 
and what I did say according to the report of the 
Congressional Globe, was, that I wnderstood there 
was no copy of the Scriptures there; and I wil 
inform the gentleman of my authority, as I did 
not go to the library myself, nor did I send. It 
will be remembered that some days ago, in a dis- 
cussion between the honorable gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Cox] and the honorable gentle- 
man from Indiana, [Mr. Dunn,] there were vatt- 
ous quotations made from Divine Writ. In 4 
conversation with a gentleman, I understood him 
to say that he had sent to the Congressionl 
Library for a Bible, and that there was none to be 
had there. Upon that authority I said what! 
did, jocularly. I will now say I am very happy 
to make the correction, and say that we wer 
both mistaken. Iam glad there is a good supply, 
because I think this Congress has great cause 
resort frequently to that work. [Langhter.] 

Mr. GALLOWAY. I can relieve the gentle- 
men’s anxiety as to the spiritual destitution of 
the Congressional Library. I can inform them 
that there is a Bible in that library. 

Mr. FLORENCE. If the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Trarron] will permit me,’ 
will inform him that there is a copy of the Book 
upon the Speaker’s table. I have consulted it very 
det, and, if the gentleman feels anxious, he ca! 
have the same opportunity. 

Mr. TRAFTON. I did not think, upon the 
foundation of common report, that the county 
ooo be misled in so important a matter # 
that. 

m CAMPBELL. I take itall back. [Laug! 
ter. 





I am reading from the 
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seman cannot be affected with that kind of super- 
«tition which Hencke in the seventeenth century 
~haracterized as Bibliolatry, as he could not, in 
chat case, have gone ten steps in the lib 
without pitching his foot against this idol. There 
are at least some thirty-one different editions of 
the Holy Scriptures in the library, and twenty- 
four or five different editions of the New Testa- 
ment; and I trust that hereafter when the gentle- 
man wants @ copy of the Scriptures, he will send 
directly to the library, and not depend upon 
report in so important a matter. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


able gentleman, who ought to be fully informed, 


to state which one of the editions he would recom- | 


mend me to take , . 
Mr. TRAFTON. Tanswer: I believe there is 
avery nice edition in the Hawaiian language; and 


. \¥ i 
| believe there is a translation of the Scriptures 


into the native Indian language of Massachusetts, 
by Elliott; and in which the gentleman will find 


die Native American platform for which he was | 


[Laughter. ] 
CORRECTION OF A VOTE. 
Mr. BROOM. 


searching. 


as reported in the Congressional Globe. 
report I find my name recorded as having voted 
for Mr. Banks. Unwilling that it should stand 
unnoticed, and inasmuch as I have never voted 


for that gentleman, and under the circumstances | 


cannot vote for him, however great my personal 
regard, ! desire to have the correction made, if 
so it appears on the Journal, I would, therefore, 
inquire of the Clerk if, upon the records of the 
House of the thirty-fourth vote, my name is so 
recorded ? 

The CLERK. The official record has been 
sent for, and it will be examined and corrected, 
if the gentleman’s name is found recorded for 
Mr. Banks. 

Mr. BROOM. I desire, more particularly, 
that it should be examined, as, in this record be- 
fore me, 1 am recorded as having voted for both 
Mr. Banks and Mr. Furier. 1 certainly should 
not have voted for both gentlemen upon the same 
call of the roll. 

At a subsequent time, 


The CLERK announced that on examination | 


of the record of the thirty-fourth vote, the name 


of Mr. Broom was found recorded for Mr. Fut- | 


Ler, and not for Mr. Banks. 


THE SPEAKERSHIP-——AGAIN,. 

Mr. WHEELER. 
the House; and upon that I demand the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. FLorence 
and Kwieur were appointed. 

The House was divided ; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 43; noes not counted. So the yeas and 
nays were ordered, one fifth of the members pres- 
ent voting therefor. . 

The question was then put; and there were— 
yeas 84, nays 119; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Broom, Bur- 


nett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, 
Caskie, Howell Cobb, Cox, Craige, Davidson, Henry Win- 


I call for tellers upon the 


ter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Elliott, | 
English, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, | 


Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Haven, Herbert, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Lake, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, 
Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Moore, Mordecai Oliver, Paine, Peck, Phelps, Reade, 


Ready, Rieaud, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, Savage, Wil- | 


liam K. Smith, Sneed, Stewart, Talbott, Walker, Warner, 
Watkins, Wheeler, Winsiow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. 
W Fight, and Zollicofier—84. 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Clawson, Cling- 
man, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, 
Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, 
Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flag- 
~ Poster, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, 
oe B. Hall, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Holloway, 
homas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughs- 
in, Kelsey, Kidwell, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, 
nox, Leiter, Mace, Hum 
Carty, Meacham, Mill » Morgan, Morrill, Nichols, Nor- 
sn Ghee cpe cane Coie 
Depts Pete e, Powell, e tviance, Quitman. 
Ritchie, Rivers, A coe A ; 


Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, | 








Mr. TR AFTON. I think, Mr. Clerk, the gen- 


| 


T would ask the honor- | 


My attention has been called | 
tothe thirty-fourth vote for Speaker of this House, 
d i In that | 


I move there be a eall of 


AYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry | 


rey Marshall, Matteson, Mc- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





Sandidge, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Sinmmons, Samuel A. 
Smith, Spinner, Stanton Stephens, Stranahan, Swope, 
Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Trippe, 
Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Wade, Walbridge, Wal- 
dron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Elliiu B. Washburne, 


Israel Washburn, Whitney, Williams, Wood, and Wood- | 


ruff—119. 


| So the House determined there should not be 
| a call of the House. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. BOCOCK announced that his colleacue, 
Mr. Smrrn, had paired off, for a few days, with 
| Mr. Morr. 

‘The House then proceeded to vote the one hun- 
dred and ninth time for Speaker, with the following 
result: Whole number of votes cast, 211; neces- 
sary to a choice, 106; of which— 

Nathaniel P. Banks received..... 95 

William A. Richardson....... 


Beary Ms, Prtbets cs soc. pb onenceds c's ca weds cdiele cee ve J4 
Alexander C. M. Pennington.............+. is aie dt 
Fo GTARSY TOMOB. 000 cece cacccccces cone conces ceckes ay 
GUMNOU Es Cot ty s oes acces cdvees : ° ieae 
| Johw Williams........... wdbeceo bir Uevecse 3 
Giisiesins Pareer vow vive ce ci: bo, cadgwaeadaestunssuds: 2 
| sSenjamin B. Thurston..........- bpusisae. 
TE SL. cote caves 60006hes 6650 A055 We ches 
Semt A, QOOIOR . 655 68s BREE A ES eeceeds roe 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 
For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 


Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Brad- | 


shaw, Buffington, Burlingame, James 11. Campbell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, 


Cumback, Damrell, Timotby Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, | 


Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Duriee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Gal 
loway. Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robcrt B. Hall, 
Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, 
Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowl- 
ton, Knox, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, 
Morgan, Morrill, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, 
Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purvi 
ance, Ritchie, Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sher- 
man, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, 
Thorington, ‘Thurston, Todd, Tratton, Tyson, Wade, Wal 
bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Waslburne, Ellibu B. 
Washburne, Israei Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, 
Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 8S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, 
tranch, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskic, Cling 
man, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb. Craige, David- 
son, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulk- 
ner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, 
Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, 
Maxweil, MeMullin, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai 
Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, 
Sandidge, Savage, Samuel A. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, 
Talbott, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Winslow, Daniel 
B. Wright, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 
lile, Bayard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, 

| Etheridge, Evans, Eustis, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Hoff- 
man, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Reade, Ready, 
Ricaud, Rivers, Wiliam RK. Sinith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, 
| Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 


For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Bishop, Clawson, Dann, | 


Edwards, Harrison, Moore, Robbins, and Scott. 
| For Mr. Jones—Messrs. Boyce and McQueen. 
| For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. 
| For Mr. Williaaas—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 
| For Mr. Thurston—Mr. Brenton. 
For Mr. Caruthers—Mr. Richardson. 
For Mr. Quitman—Mr. Keitt. 


Mr. BRENTON (when his name was called) 


| said: I have been voting for a number of days 


Mr. Bennertt.] Since the adjournment of the 
House on Saturday, my party have held a cau- 


spirit of compromise and concession, to with- 
draw that gentleman’s name for the present from 
the canvass; and, until we shall have another 
caucus to determine upon our future course, | 


[Laughter.] 

Mr. LINDLEY (when his name was called) 
said: I avail myself, Mr. Clerk, of this oppor- 
tunity to conclude the few remarks I desired to 
make on Friday last, but was prevented from 
doing by the expiration of the ten minutes al- 
lowed me under the rule. I was then making 
a reply to my colleague from Missouri, [Mr. 
CaruTHERS,] In respect to some charges which 
he had made against the gentleman a Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr. Fcutter,} for whom I have been 
casting my vote. What. has occurred upon this 
floor since that time, and the positions since taken 


that matter any further. 


ast for the honorable gentleman from New York, | 


cus, and they have unanimously agreed, in the | 


shall vote, as I do now, for Mr. Tnurston. | 


here’ by the candidates of the respective parties, | 
make it unnecessary that I should proceed with || 


The position of the honorable gentleman from || 
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| Pennsylvania [Mr. Futter] is now such as to 
| be not only satisfactory to that gentleman, but 
to every southern and national man upon this floor 
or elsewhere. 
Carvurners,] like myself, has been a Whig from 


My friend from Missouri, [Mr. 


his boyhood. We both came here as Whies 


from Missouri; our position is naturally together, 


and our interests require that we should act to- 
gether; and I firmly believe that in all important 
legislation which shall follow the organization of 
the House, we will be found together. 

In respect simply to the organization of the 
House, or selection of a presiding officer, that 
gentleman (Mr. Carvutners] has thought proper 
to pursue one course, and I have deemed it within 
my line of duty to pursue another and a different 
one. It has been impossible for me to vote for 
the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricmarpson,] 
because, sir, if there is one thing more than 
another that I wish to do on this floor, it is to 
reflect faithfully and truly the will of my con- 
stituents. They are Democratic constituents, it 
is truce. The district which I represent is a 
Democratic one. But, sir, the people of that 
district, so far as I have been able to learn their 
sentiments from being actually with them and 
visiting them, do not believe in the integrity of 
this Administration. They believe that its policy 
has been wrong from the beginning; that it has 
been endeavoring to bind together all the fag- 
ends of the parties which brought it into power, 
in order that it may preserve power; onl that, 
in*that troublesome effort, it has forgotten and 
neglected the peace, interest, and welfare of the 
country. ‘They believe that it is a party game, 
and not a line of true statesmanship, which that 
Administration has followed. I cannot, therefore, 
in the faithful discharge of my duty to my con- 
stituents, indorse that Administration by voting 
for the candidate of its choice and selection on this 
floor. 

I have no personal objection to the gentleman 
from Illinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson,] as every one 
who ts acquainted with me knows. He is m 
neighbor, trom an adjoining district, sithean’ 
froma different State, and he is a gentleman whom 
I respect. I was glad to hear him take the posi- 
tion which he did, on Saturday, in reference to 
the power of Congress over the subject of 
slavery in the Territories. He assumed the pre- 


| cise eerron in regard to that matter that is held 


by the great body of the Whigs in Missouri, 
with whom I have heretofore acted, and who 
have, on that very account, been denounced by 
the Administration Democrats of that State as 
Free-Soil Whigs. I was glad to see the gentle- 
man from Llinois take that position, and it thank 
him for it. It either vindicates those Whigs of 
Missouri, and relieves them from that odious 
charge of Free-Soilism, or it commits the entire 
Administration party to it. That is one reason, 
Mr. Clerk, why I cannot vote for the gentleman 
from Llinois. 

I cannot vote for him for another reason. I| 
have listened with much attention to the speeches 
of candidates on this floor, the other day, de- 
fining their positions. The object of the Ad- 
ministration is either to absorb all opposition in 
the South, or to drive itinto the arms of the men 
of the North, that it may thereby be crushed at 
home, and thus the whole political power of the 
South be solidified on the basis of the support 
of the Administration; and thus would they 
establish a purely geographical party, and con 
summate that sectionalism which is already too 
much developed here for the peace and safety of 
the country. 

What is the position of the gentlemen on the 
other side? What is the position of the Repub- 
lican party here, as it is termed? It is to drive 
the opposition elements in the South to the sup- 
port of the Administration, in order that they 
may thereby solidify the political power of the 
North on their platform—that of the Republican 
party. Here, then, we have these two interests 
pulling against each other, and pulling against 
the very existence of the Government ttself. 

And what have we heard on this floor from 
the two parties? We have heard the candidat» 
of the Republican party—and he a leading man 
at the North—declaring here that he is willing, 
under certain cireumstances, to “‘let the Union 
slide.”” That language, coming from a son of 
Massachusetts at this day—how doce it compare 
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with the language of that great son of Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Webster,] that greatest intellect 
of the world, in his celebrated speech on the 
Foote resolution, and in that brilliant peroration 
which yet thrills the American heart from one end 
to the other of this broad Confederacy? ‘* He 
was notin the habit of hanging over the preci- 
pice of disunton, to see whether he could, with 
his short sight, fathom the abyss below. Nor 
was he accustomed to think him a safe counselor 
in the affairs of government whose mind should 
be mainly bent on considering, not how the 
Union could be preserved, but how tolerable 
would be the condition of the people when it 
should be broken up and dissolved.’ 

And yet, sir, while these glorious sentiments 
are still living in the American heart, we find 
this son of Massachusetts, [Mr. Banxs,] sup- 
ported by one hundred and five or one hundred 
and seven northern men, declaring on this floor 
a hypothetical dissolution of the Union. Yes, 
sir, he looks calmly forward to that event, and 
contemplates it iiiou emotion. He could stand 
and behold the destruction of this, the most 
splendid structure of civil government that was 
ever reared to bless mankind, and not put for- 
ward his hand to prevent its fall, if it has been 
protective of that institution which existed in 
nearly all the States at the time of the adoption 
of the Constitution. And on what Saas are 
he and his party thus arraying themselves on a 
geographical basis, and fostering this sectionalism 
so dangerous to the Confederacy? On the ground 
that he is a Representative of the strongest anti- 
slavery district in the North; and that the people 
of the North were determined that this course 
should be pursued. And they here present them- 
selves not only as anti-slavery men, but as north- 
ern men, ad oe the issue that the Missouri 
compromise shall be restored. The Missouri 
compromise line—they sa} 
position ef ¢he North. If that were true, it 
would seem amore to accord with a sense of pro- 
priety that the men who resisted the passage of 
the Nebraska ball and the repeal of the Missouri 
compromise, should stand up here and say that 
they insist on the restoration of that compromise, 
Bat where are they? Where are the men who 
stood up then, and brought their brilliant elo- 
quence to bear against the passage of the Ne- 
braska bill? Where are the Uphams and the 
Walleys of that State, Massachvsctts, } whose 
powerful arguments and deep pathos might have 
shaken some of us in our determination to touch 
what they considered to be a time-honored com- 
promise? Why, after battling here as they did, 
and as all of them at that time felt it their dut 
to do, they went home and were buried beneath 
thousands and thousands of majorities. 

And where are the others? Where are the men 
of the northern States who stood on this floor 
then, defending the Missouri compromise, and 
resisting the passage of the Nebraska bill? 
Where are they? Sometwenty or thirty of them 
went home, ran their race, and were condemned 
by the people of the country; at least we find 
their places here filled by new men. Is that evi- 
dence that the people of the North desire to con- 
tinue this agitation? I say that it is evidence of 
the contrary; and I believe firmly that there is 
not a desire in the hearts of the masses of the 
northern people that this thing shall be further 
disturbed. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


say—is important to the | 


in the North—believing them to be both sec- | 
tional parties endeavoring to set up geographical | 
lines—I feel it my duty to vote for the candi- | 
date of neither, but to continue my support of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Fuiier,] 
with that band of men whose conduct in that 
respect will be, I feel convinced, commended by 
their constituents, although it may be condemned 
by those who support the two great parties. In- 
stead of upholding and promoting the designs of 


GLOBE. 














represented by a professed political friend, when 


what I have said has been misstated, and that with 
a design to prejudice the minds of those whom | 
represent, it is my duty to correct such misrepre- 
sentations. 

Mr. Clerk, ‘‘ when in the course of human 
events,’’ a citizen occupying an humble and re. 


tired position, is suddenly manufactured into q 
great man, and is found unconsciously control. 


these two parties, they are endeavoring to stand || 


by the Union. Iam with them. 
I deem that to be my natural place, and so there 
I stand. 


If there is one sentiment which, from my child- | 


hood, I have cherished more than another, it isa 
love for the institutions of my country; and if 
there is any desire greater than another with the 
people of the district which I have the honor to 
represent, it is, Mr. Clerk, for the perpetuation 
of 
struction of which is the natural tendency of 
those two great parties. 
gallant little band of men, call them by what 
name or party you may, who, opposing both 


these great parties, and occupying conservative | 


ground, stand up for that position which will || 


imsure peace to the country. I am with them 
against the Republican party, and against your 
Administration. 


The Clerk completed the call of the roll, and | 


announced the vote as above. 


The Clerk again called the roll, and the follow- 
ing was the result of the one hundred and tenth 
vote: Whole numberof votes cast, 209; necessary 
to a choice, 105; of which— 

Nathaniel P. Banks received 


William A. Richardson..... dinehs oe cane eeddeeseanci@e 
lO el Peer rrr ry eee ccccene Pe 
Alexander C. M. Pennington............ env beccen oe 
J. Glancy Jones...... éd vedeeoned 0 00sed eoseeee son 2 
John Williams......... bho smemsieien icdae wiataheianirang tare 
jenjamin B. Thurston.........+- oeeeececcceces me ie 
ae ree Janeeee e0.¢eadehe daip ok 
Samuel Caruthers..... Vedi<conn sacveeesbeone Sb <0.00-(0l 
James L. Orr....... $0900: oenead ban epvicidte me aéasbe a 
John A. Quitman...... nnd tchaeenieebicniee cessecose J 


So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messtrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billingiurst, Bingham, Bliss, Brad- 


| shaw, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis 
| D. Campbell, Chaffee, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, 
| Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dick- 


son, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Gid- 
dings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Hol- 
loway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine ‘B. Horton, Howard, 


| Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
| Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Morgan, Mor- 
| rill, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pel- 


North who support that principle, and who make | 


the non-disturbance of the arene part of the |) 


platform on which they stand, will be sustained 
in their region of country. 


‘ 1 have confidence, | 
Mr. Clerk, in the integrity of the people of the i 


North, from the evidence which I have adduced, | 


and from the knowledge which I have of the people 
themselves. 
northern men form a great portion of the people. 
They are from the northwestern States, as well 
as from the East, and from all the northern States. 
My knowledge of them proves them to be as 
loyal and true to the interests and institutions of 
the State in which they live, [Missouri,} and 
which I have the honor in part to represent here, 
as any set of people there, come they from whence 
they may. 


endeavoring to solidify the South, and the other 
the Republican party endeavoring to do the like 


In my own section of the country, | 


| 


ton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, 
Roberts, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurs- 
ton, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, 


| Cadwalader C. Washburne, Etiitu B. Washburne, Israel 





| 


Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 
worth. 

For Mr. Richardson — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, 
Branch, Burnett,Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Ciingman, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Davidson, 
Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulkner, 
Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augus- 
tus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, 
Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kelly, 
Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, 
MecMullin, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
Peck, Phelps, Powell, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Sam- 
uel A. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Vail, Warner, 


|| Watkins, Wells, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, and John V. 


believe that the gentlemen from the || Wright. 


For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 
lile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Evans, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Hoffman, Kennett, 
Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Mar- 
shall, Millward, Payne, Porter, Reade, Ready, Rieaud, 
Rivers, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Under- 
wood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Bishop, Clawson, Dunn, 
Edwards, Harrison, Moore, Robbins, and Seott. 

For Mr. J. Glancy Jones—Messrs. McQueen and Boyce. 

For Mr. Williams —Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Thurston—Mr. Brenton. 

For Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Caruthers—Mr. Richardson. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. 

For Mr. Quitman—Mr. Keitt. 


Mr. BRENTON. 


‘ 


I desire to avail myself o 


| the kindness of the House, for the purpose of 
', making what is called here a personal nation. 
a ot} _ || [tis very seldom that I pay any attention to what 
Entertaining this view of the two great parties | is said by newspaper editors or scribblers for or 
in the econtest—the one the Administration party || against me, and more particularly when what is 


; 


| 


said against me comes from one opposed to me 
in politics. But, sir, when my position is, mis- 


. 














ling the deliberations of a National Legislature 
‘*a decent respect for public opinion,” {laughter} 
justice to himself and the country atlarge, requires 
that he should so far explain himself, that the 
unwary 7 not fall beneath his magic power, 
I find myself occupying this high position, with 
all its fearful responsibilities. But, seriously, at 
the commencement of this session I took a po. 


| tired seat, and steadily and quietly _— as 


| my name was called, ‘‘ay or no,’’ 
lor Banks, i 
those institutions of Government, the de- || 
|| January. 
I am therefore with that || 





1 AMPBELL 
according to circumstances; and | 


continued in this position up to the 5th day of 
Then, it will be remembered, I ex. 
to the House my solicitude that there 
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presse 


| should be a speedy organization, and I took oc- 
| casion to suggest the propriety, if an election 


was not effected on that day, of casting about and 
seeing if some one could not be found on whoma 
majority of the House might concentrate their 
votes, and thus effect that organization so earn- 
estly desired by ail, and imperiously demanded 
by the interests of the country. 

But, sir, to my surprise, I found that this 
simple suggestion had produced not only a * pro. 
found sensation,’’ but ‘sadness and surprise,” 
in the minds *‘ of the true and steadfast men who 
have been supporting Mr. Banks, in order to 
elect him;” and further “the stragglers, trim- 
mers, and bolters of all sorts,’’ even the ** avowed 
and manful slavery extensionists,’’ were filled 
with ‘‘exultation and joy;’’ while the whole 
**scene was one to be remembered to the end of 
along life.”” -Nor was this all; my suggestion 
had the astonishing effect of discouraging and 
disappointing ‘‘the confident expectation of im- 
mediate success,’’ and of ** paralyzing those Dem- 
ocrats who are ready to give us a plurality vote, 
and thus end the struggle.’’ 

Now, sir, to those Democratic gentlemen whom 
[ have unwittingly afflicted with paralysis, I ad- 
vise them very speedily to apply the hydropathic 
remedy, in order that they may again be restored 
to activity and sound health. [Laughter.}] And 
now to show that I have been drawing no fancy 
picture, I will read a dispatch which was sent 
off from this city on the day (Sunday) following 
the remarks to which I have alluded. Here it 
is: 

* WasHINGTON, January 6, 1856. 

‘Mr. BRenToN’s demonstration against Mr. Banxs, yes- 
terday, weakens our confident expectation of inmmediate 
success, but we still cherish hopes of an election to-morrow. 
Some of our friends who ought to be here have paired off, 
but [ shall be very much disappointed if Mr. Banxs is not 
elected this week. [ cannot hear that any one proposes 
to leave him, unless Mr. Brenron. His speech hurts us 
most by paralyzing those Democrats who are ready to give 
us a plurality vote, and thus end the struggle.’? 


This, sir, was sent abroad on the wings of the 
lightning, placing me in the position, as it were, 
of ruling the destinies of this House, and para- 
lyzing the action of the Democratic party. Well, 
sir, all I have to say on this point is, that I am 
sorry they did not remain paralyzed a sufficient 
length of time to allow a majority to elect a 
Speaker. [Laughter.] I am sorry the paralysis 
did not operate more successfully in that respect. 

I now read from a letter bearing date the Sth 
of January—the unfortunate day on which my 
greatness commenced: 

“The sadness and surprise evinced on the countenances 
of the true and steadfast men who have been supporting 
Mr. Banks in order to elect him; the exultation and joy 
of the stragglers, trimmers, and bolters of all sorts, as well 


as of the avowed and manful slavery extensionists ; 
was a scene to be remembered to the end of a long life.” 


By this, taken in connection with the tele- 
graphic announcement, you discover that I am 
really elevated at once to the high position in 
which I am controlling the action of this House 
in their protracted struggle to elect a Speaker, and 
making an impression that is to be indelible, and 
establishing a fame that is to be perpetuated 
during ‘* a long life.’’ 

Now, sir, I do not feel that I am worthy to 
bear such high honors alone. I am not willing 
to be intrusted with so much power; and I am 
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now disposed to give to my fellow-members a 


portion of the power which it seems I possess, as 
well as the responsibility, 

But there is another point in this same com- 
munication which deserves attention. The writer 
cays he wishes the ‘ honest, faithful opponents 
of slavery extension, who have twice elected Mr. 
Brenton to Congress on that issue, when, on 
other political grounds, the district would have 
vone against him, could have looked down from 
the gallery while he was making this demonstra- 
tion.” Would, sir, that my constituents had 
been ranging those galleries from the commence- 
ment of this session! Intelligent as they are, and 
capable, to some extent, of ascertaining and dis- 
cerning the motives which actuate Representa- 
tives here, I should not have feared to have their 
eyes rest upon me. They are intelligent men; 
and, sir, they are blest, to a ‘very large extent, 
with a commodity very scarce in some quarters— 
that is, common sense. They are practical men, 
possi ssing the power of discrimination; they are 
canable of discerning between an earnest, honest 
effort to effect the organization, so much desired 
in this House, and opposition to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Banxs.] 

Mr. Clerk, there is not a man in this House 
who has voted for Mr. Banks with more candor 
or sincerity, or who has wished for his success 
more ardently than myself. I commenced voting 
for him under the protest of his friends, when his 
own immediate colleagues were voting for some- 
body else. Under those circumstances I cast 
my vote for Banks, and continued to do so in 
perfect good faith so long as I saw a reasonable 
prospect of his success; and then I simply sug- 
gested the propriety of selecting another man. 
But, again this writer says: ‘‘ Mr. Brenton has 
been restive and uneasy for some time, and has 
threatened this movement in conversation with 
several.’? Well, sir, I confess that I have been 
restive and uneasy for some time at the predica- 
ment in which we stand before the country, not 
in reference to the success or defeat of any par- 
ticular man, but in reference to the success of the 
great principle which I came here to represent. 
With me, principle is everything—men are noth- 
ing. I have no favorites. I stand here to-day, 
as [have done from the commencement, to cast 
my vote for the man representing my principle, 
who is most likely to succeed in securing the 
number of votes necessary to effect his election. 

One other point, and I have done for the pres- 
ent. In a communication by the same writer, on 
the same day, several reasons are given why Mr. 
Banks had not been elected, and among others I 
find the following: 

“Some half a dozen professed Anti-Nebraska men who 
vote for Banxs by daylight, and then plot in the dark to de- 
feat him, and who daily exhort and entreat the Ricnarp- 
son and FuLLeR men to hold on, stick to their candidates, 
and never allow the plurality vote to be adopted. These 
men have not yet ventured to bolt, though they have often 
promised and threatened it; but they doa great deal more 
harm to BANKs’s prospects than they could do if they were 
his open enemies. Had they never voted for Mr. Banks 
until prepared in good faith to support him, he would have 
long since been chosen. Now they keepthe Ricuarpson 
and FuLLer men in constant expectation that our column 


will break, and that Orr or Boyce may then be chosen by 
a plurality before we can unite our vote on anybody else.” 


_And in another place he says that demonstra- 
tion was the reuidlt of these underground plot- 
tings. Here honorable and high-minded gentle- 
men are openly charged with duplicity. 

To show that I have not put too strong a con- 
struction upon the matter, I will read the closing 
paragraph of M3 letter, and I want those who are 
concerned in t¥§ ‘‘ underground plotting”’ to take 


it to themselves. For myself, I repudiate the 
whole of it. 


“If the hollow-hearted voters for Banks, who mean that 
he shall never be chosen, would support him in good faith 
for one week, he would certainly be Speaker at the end of 
it. The moment the pro-slavery parties cease to hope and 
look for the breaking of our column, they will let us elect 
by a plurality. I hope that rule may be adopted on Monday 
or Tuesday ; if it is not, let the public watch the vote and 
See who falls off from Banks, and they will know who 
really prevented it. H. G.” 


Here the hammer fell. [Loud cries of ‘*Go 
on!” “Go on!?’} 

No objection being made, 

Mr. B. proceeded. I have but one word more 


to say. I have not made these remarks from any 
1 


ee towards the writer of that dispatc 
. etter. 


I would not hurt a hair on the top 
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| Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughs- 


| erts, Robison, Sabin, Sage,Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spin- 


, worth. 


| D. Campbell, Chaffee, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, 
| Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dick- 
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of his head if I could. (Laughter. 
myself to state these things, because I am embar- 
rassed at the immense power I have been exerting 
in this House. . 

I repeat what I have already said, that I am | 
now, and always have been, ready and willing to | 
vote for any man representing my principles on 
the question which now divides the House; and | 
there is but one view that can be taken of my 
position which will justify the charge of opposi- 
tion to Mr. Banks, and that is, if the personal | 
friends who have him in keeping are determined 
that he shall be elected, or this House shall never 
be organized, then I am against him, or any other 
man who will assume, or suffer his friends to | 
assume, such a position. 

At another time, Mr. Clerk, I design to say 
something which does bear directly on the causes 
of the existing delay in our organization. I will 
only remark now, that] have announced that my 
party held a caucus; that it was unanimous; there 
was no discord in it whatever. I will give it as | 
my o inion, that if the anti-Nebraska men of 
this Tames had held a caucus when we first as- 
sembled, we should have elected a Speaker on 
the second, if not the first, vote. We did not 
hold one, and it is generally known why we did 
not. The failure of organization, with reference 
to that point, must therefore fall on those who 
were opposed to a caucus nomination; but more 
of this at another time. [Cries of ‘Call the 
roll!’” ** Call the roll!’"] 


The Clerk again called the roll, and the follow- 
ing was the result of the one hundred and elev- 
enth vote: Whole number of votes cast, 208; 
necessary to a choice, 105; of which— 

Nathaniel P. Banks received........cesceceseceees 95 

Williain A. Richardson... oss cece ccccccccces ce oda 

Henry M. Fuller..... ...c000. ap 33 

Alexander C. M. Pennington... 

J. Glancy Jones..... CVissdbtcedesece¥s Seadved cot ae 


Benjamin B. Thurston....... 
John Williams...... ‘ 
SURINTRD CME OROER 4 o cnké bi. 080500040400 020nd.006een ] 
Gilchrist Porter.......cceee: ae 
PN Bi PE di ae Uae a eaa es ch Hiee ese Sues . 3 

l 


CW esowse Cece sess ccccceescnce l 


John A. Quitman....ccccccccccseseces 
So there was no choice. 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 


Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Brad- 
shaw, Bufiington, Burlingame, James H. Campbeli, Lewis 


son, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, 
Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 


ton, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowiton, Knox, Leiter, 
Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Morgan, Morrill, 
Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, 
Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Rob 


ner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, 
Todd, Trafton, 'T'yson, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Cad- 
walader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 


For Mr. Richardson— Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Bocock, Bowie, Branch, Burnett, Cadwal 
ader, Caruthers, Caskic, Clingman, Howell Cobb, William- 
son R. W. Cobb, Craige, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Ed- 
mundson, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. 
D. Fulier, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Sampson 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, 
Jewett, George W. Jones, Kelly, Kidwel!, Letcher, Lump- 
kin, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, Smith Mil- 
ler, Milison, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Powell, | 
Ruifin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Samuel A. Smith, Stephens, | 
Stewart, Talbott, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Winslow, 
Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fulier—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 
lile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Evans, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, 
Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Mill- 
ward, Paine, Porter, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, William 
R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, 
Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Pennington— Messrs. Bishop, Clawson, Dunn, 


It is due to || 





Harrison, Moore, Robbins, and Scott. 
For Mr. Jones—Messrs. Boyce and McQueen . 
For Mr. Tiurston—Messrs. Brenton and Edwards. 
For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 
For Mr. Caruthers—Mr. Richardson. 
For Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 
For Mr. Orr—Mr. Williams. 
For Mr. Quitman—Mr. Keitt. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION 


Pending the above vote, and when Mr. Ken- 
NETT’s name was called, 


Mr. BARKSDALE rose and said: Mr, Clerk, 


the House will recollect that on Saturday last, 


| | 


and immediately after I had propounded certain 
interrogatories to the candidates for the speaker- | 
ship, the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Kew- | 


pees 63 


NETT] rose in his place and made use of the fol- 


lowing language, as reported in the Globe: 


*T ask whether it is in order to put one or two more in- 
terrogatories, in addition to those propounded by the gentle- 
man trom Mississippi? 1 should like to know of each can- 
didate for the speakership, including my friend from New 
Jersey, (Mr. Pennineron,} whether he believes in a future 
state or not? [Laughter.] And then, provided he anewers 
that question affirmatively, | desire to know whether he 
ye it will be a free or a slave state? [Roars of laugh- 
ter.” 

Now, I understood the gentleman fry9m Mis- 
souri, in asking these questions, as Mtending 
either to reflect on me_ personally, or to ridicule 
the interrogatories which I deemed important, 
and which I had in good faith, and acting under 
a full sense of my responsibility as a Represent- 
ative on this floor, propounded to the gentlemen 
who are candidates for the speakership. Thus 
believing, I denounced the gentleman from Mis- 
souri; but, for the purpose of giving the gentle- 
man from Missouri an opportunity of stating 
what he did mean, I withdraw that denunciation. 

Mr. KENNETT. After what has fallen from 
the gentleman from Mississippi, I have to sa 
that, like the fat knight, ‘* the soul of fun,’’ de- 
picted by the great dramatist, who refused even 
to give a reason on compulsion, though reasons 
were as plenty as blackberries, I could not on 
Saturday, nor could any gentleman, make an 
explanation under the stress of anything that 
savored of compulsion. But now, that the of- 
fensive words and manner are withdrawn, I take 
pleasure in doing justice, as well to the gentleman 
as myself, by saying that nothing was further 
from my intentions than in any manner to reflect 
either upon him or the interrogatories he thought 
it his duty to offer; and this explanation I nope 
will be alike satisfactory to the gentleman and the 
House. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. After hearing the ex- 
planation of the gentleman from Missouri, and 
the disclaimer which he has made that he intended 
no personal reflection on me, I feel it to be my 
duty unconditionally to withdraw the harsh lan- 
guage employed against him; and | cheerfully do 
8o. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. Mr. Clerk, I happened 
to be out of my seat, in the lobby, when my 
friend from Missouri, at the close of my remarks, 
propounded the theological questions which seem 
to have so much disturbed the gentleman from 
Mississippi. My attention has only this mo- 
ment been called to~them, and I take the first 
oper to reply. 

My friend desires to know of each of the 
candidates for the speakership, and particularly 
of his friend from New Jersey, whether he be- 
lieves in a future state; and, if that question be 
answered affirmatively, whether he believes it 
will be a free state or a slave state. 

Now, sir, I have no hesitation in answering 
these questions; for, as the House knows, I am 
somewhat conversant with the Westminster Cate- 
chism, and ought to be able to instruet my friend 
in Missouri. [Laughter.} I have been taught 
by that catechism, that there is such a thing as 
a future state, and I pledge my friend, upon my 
honor, that I religiously believe it. [Renewed 
laughter.] I do not understand, however, that it 
is wholly a free state, nor yet, on the other hand, 
wholly a slave state. Itis represented as divided 
into two states—a beatified state, and another 
state not quite so agreeable. The one I take to 
be a free state, and the other a slave state. [Roars 
of Senate) We are informed that these states 
are divided by an impassable gulf—not exactly a 
compromise lineL believe. [Continued lougnier) 
We are frequently reminded, too, that one o 
these states is much the hotter of the two, and 
hence I[ take it for granted, as a matter of fair 
inference, that it is a slave state, and lies on the 
south side of the line. [Bursts of laughter.] I 
have never examined the geography of the coun- 
try, but I think it safe to assume, upon the basis 
of the laws of population, that the state on the 
south side of the line has greatly the largest share 
of the territory—quite in keeping, I believe. Of 
one thing I beg to assure my friend, however, that 
I shall not dispute the settlement of that part of 
the territory with him, nor raise any question as 
to the application of the Wilmot proviso, or the 
orinciple of squatter sovereignty, in regard to it. 
FLaughter.] 

There are those, Mr. Clerk, who hold to athird 
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subdivision of the future state—a state of pur- 
gitory. Now, sir, upon that point, as I never 
found it in my primer, I am a Know Nothing. 
f Laughter.] But of one thing lam quite sure, | 
that, whatever may be the fact as to the future, 
there is most decidedly a present state of purga- | 
tory, as all the candidates can attest, from their | 
lively experience of the purgation they have un- 
dergone on this oecasion. [Renewed laughter.] 
if I can be allowed to give in my personal expe- 
rience, I may save some trouble by assuring the 
{Louse thgg one of the candidates, at least, is past 
praying for. [Roars of ed 

Mr. KENNETT. Mr. Clerk, I would like to 
sxy one word in reply to the gentleman from 
New Jersey, who seems so well posted up in his 
catechism, and in regard to these future states— 
the northern and southern sides of the line, and 
purgatory. He has been kind enough to bind 
some of us hand and foot here, and pitch us into 
the dark place. I want to know of him, with 
revard to his catechism, whether, when he in- 
formed us on Saturday last that he had got be- 
yond * effectual calling,’’ he was also able to see 
his “ election sure?”’ [Roars of laughter.] 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I owe the gentleman 
one. [Renewed and long continued laughter. ] 

Mr. PENNINGTON to Mr. Kennett, in an | 
undertone. If it were not too irreverent, I | 
should have told you that my reliance is in ‘the | 
final perseverance of the saints.”’ 

The result of the vote was then announced as 
recorded above. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. 
do now adjourn. 

Tellers were called for; and Messrs. Foster 
and HoLioway were appointed. 

The question was faketl: and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 84, noes 69. 

So the motion was agreed to; and thereupon 
(at ten minutes before three o’clock, p.m.) the 
Hfouse adjourned until to-morrow morning, at | 
twelve o’clock, m. 


a 


I move that the House 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, January 15, 1856. 


The House was called to order by the Clerk at 
twelve o’clock, m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. VALK. I move that there be a call of | 
the House. There appear to be a good many 
members absent this morning. 
Mr. WHEELER. I call for tellers. 
Mr. LETCHER. We had better have the 
yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided | 
in the negative—yeas 85, nays 107; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
8. Bennett, Bocock, Boyee, Branch, Broom, Burnett, Cad- 
walader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Howell Cobb, Cox, 
Craige, Cullen, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Elliott, | 
English, Etheridge, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Henry M. | 
Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Augustus Hall, J. | 
Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Herbert, | 
Hickman, Hofiman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, 
Keitt, Kelley, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, 
Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, Huinphrey Marshall, Samuel 
8S. Marshall, Maxwell, MeQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Millward, Moore, Nichols, Mordecai Oliver, Paine, Peck, 
Phelps, Porter, Quitman, Reade, Ricaud, Richardson, Ruf- 
tin, Rust, Savage, Scott, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stewart, 
‘T'atbott, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Warmer, Watkins, 
Wheeler, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, 
and Zollicoffer—s5. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Banks, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chatiee, Clawson, Cling- | 
man, Williamson R.W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cum- | 
back, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, 
Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, Emrie, Flagler, Foster, 
Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Greenwood, Grow, Robert B. 
Hall, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Holloway, Thomas R. 
Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, 

| 
| 


King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Matteson, 
MeCarty, MeMullin, Meacham 
Andrew Oliver, Orr, Parker, elton, Pennington, Pike, 
Powell, Pringle, Purviance, Ready, Ritehie, Rivers, Rob- 
erts, Sabin, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, | 
Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, Stranahan, 

Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Trippe,. 
‘Tyson, Vail, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Calwalader C. 
Washburne, Elihu B. Wasbburne, Israel Washburn, Wat- 
son, Whitney, Williams, Woodruil, and Woodworth—107. 

So a call of the House was refused. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 


Mr. QUITMAN. Mr. Clerk, 1 am not much 
in the habit of explaining my action in this 


one Morrill, Norton, 








| self to explain the reasons for my withholding 
| yesterday on two ballots my vote from the honor- 
| able gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson.] 
I have not at any time had the slightest distrust 
of that gentleman, nor did I at any moment cease 


to have the fullest confidence in him, both per- | 
I did not doubt, at any | 


sonally and politically. 
time after the explanations which he made upon 
this floor on Saturday, that that gentleman would 
administer the duties of the chair, should he be 
elected Speaker, in a manner entirely satisfactory 
to myself and to that section of the Union from 
which I come, and in accordance with my views 
of the Constitution of the United States and the 
| equality of the States. [never had any doubt 
upon that subject. 
reading carefully on yesterda 
ylanations made by the hoteable gentleman from 
llinois, [Mr. Ricwarpson,] on Saturday last, I 
might be considered as indorsing all his opinions 
by voting for him. Although I have never before 


my political opinions have been recorded in my 
own State, and it may be that they are somewhat 
known to the people of the United States. I 
have some pride of consistency upon subjects of 
political principles. 

I know that that gallant gentleman has, for 
seven years past, struggled in this House and 
elsewhere for the equal rights of the States of 
this Union. [ honor him for this. With his 
usual candor, he declared here on Saturday, that 
although he believed there might be a naked con- 
stitutional power in the Federal Government to 
restrict slavery in the Territories, yet he consid- 
ered that the exercise of such power would be 
unjust and wrong; and thus far I infer that he 
regards such act in violation of the spirit of the 
Constitution: practically, this is sufficient. But 
I hold that as the principle of the equality of the 
States is fundamental in our system, any act sub- 
versive of it is unconstitutional. Congress has 
| no more power to violate that equality than to 
| destroy a State. My opinions on this subject 
may be ultra, but they are not merely sectional. I 








is true, that we who reside inthe minority section 
the reserved rights of the States than those who 
| control the power of the Government, and are 
| thus enabled to protect themselves. We must 
therefore be excused for insisting upon princi- 
ples, though they may not be attended withimme- 
diate practical resulis; and I am free to admit 
that I have more confidence in one who, like the 
gentleman from Illinois, deems the exercise of 
this power wrong and unjust, and would there- 
fore oppose it, than in one who believes it to be 
against the letter of the Constitution, but would 
otherwise favor its exercise. 

Thus concurring to a great extent in the po- 
sitions which the honorable gentleman from Illi- 
nois hasavowed, and upon which he has fearlessly 
acted heretofore, I find myself differing from him 
on this point only—that I believe it to be both 
against the letter and the spirit of the Constitu- 
tion for Congress to attempt to shut out from 
all or any part of the common territory the insti- 
tution of negro slavery. 

On the other point indirectly presented, I hold 
that the inhabitants of the Territories, when they 


penne 





become a people in the technical sense of the | 


word, and not until then, are entitled to establish 
political systems. Until by the assent, express or 
implied, of Congress, the people of a portion of 
the common territory of these States assume the 
exercise of sovereign powers, they have no right 


or power to impair the rights of the citizens of | 


any of the States to the equal use, occupation, and 
enjoyment of the common territory of the States. 
When their territorial condition’ ceases, when 
they assume the exercise of sovereign powers, 
they have the entire control of the political sys- 
tem and the political institutions under which 
they are to live. They should be left free to 
choose for themselves their domestic institutions. 
I should consider myself as derelict to may uty, 
in voting against the admission of a State because 
she chose to exclude the institutions of my own 
section of country, a8’ I would in voting to ex- 
clude her from a participation in the common 
benefits of the Federal Saion, because, in the 


But it oceurred to me, upon | 
morning the ex- 


had the honor of holding a seat on this floor, yet | 


|| House, but I feel it due to others as well as my- 








are more deeply interested in the protection of | 


would apply them as well to Massachusetts and | 
Vermont, as to Nenieniey: and Louisiana, It | 
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formation of her State constitution, she chose to 
adopt the institution of slavery. 
Thus, while I have thought proper briefly to 
express my dissent from some of the views oj 
the honorable gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricy. 
arpDson,] I must express my full confidence in 
him. I am entirely satisfied that he will do aij 
that I could ask for the constitutional rights o¢ 
the section of country which I represent, and for 


| the constitutional rights of all sections of tho 


ee I believe his position is preferable to 
any other candidate upon this floor, and for that 
reason I shall heartily support him hereafter, go 
long as there is any prospect of his election, and 
so long as some other course shall not be adopted. 
and in doing so, I beg to say, | shall discharge g 
duty to my own conscience, to my own constit- 
uents, and, as I believe, my duty to the whole of 
this great country. 
ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 

The House then proceeded to vote the one 

hundred and twelfth time for Speaker, with the 


| following result: Whole number of votes cast, 


207; necessary to a choice, 104; of which— 
y 


Nathaniel P. Banks received...... begneeed snes cocclll 
William A. BiCROrdgon onc. se eese seconcsebaccas 020060 
Henry M. Fuller....... S95d3 co Jubeeccs 6600s cedars 3 
Alexander C. M. Pennington...........0eeseeeee., 8 
John Cadwalader...... J Vainch ctbledsWiniebnnas deviag 8 
James L. Orr.....eee0- 2cwe $006 A 90N 89 0ESeCbes ceess 2 
SE VES nn ob at 6 ¢ atteethdeneas oats se, o. 1 
Pe AR ee Best eee ! 


Gilchrist Porter.... sere ceeceeeceseees | 

Benjamin B. Thurstons ovis 0 0065 sie vese oddecsencecs | 

So there was no choice. 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Brad. 
shaw, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Chaffee, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, 
Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dick- 
son, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Fiagler, Galloway, Gid- 
dings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, 
Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, How- 
ard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowiton, 
Knox, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Mor- 
gan, Morrill, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pel- 
ton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, 
Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, 
Tratton, Tyson, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader 
C. Washburne, Ellinu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Watson, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson— Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Hendley S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, 
Branch, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Davidson, Denver, 
Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hull, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, 
Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Leteh- 
er, Lumpkin, Samuei 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, 
Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, 
Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Samuel 
A. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Vail, Warner, Wat- 
vines Wells, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, and Jon V. 

ight. 

For Mr. Fuller — Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, 
Carlile, Bayard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, 
Etheridge, Eustis, Eyans, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Hoff- 
man, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, 
Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Reade, 
Ready, Ricaud, Rivers, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, 
Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zolli- 
coffer. 

For Mr. Pennington — Messrs. Bishop, Clawson, Dunn, 
Edwards, Harrison, Moore, Robbins, and Scott. 

For Mr. Cadwalader—Messrs. McQueen and Boyce. 

For Mr. Orr—Messrs. Williams and Richardson. 

For Mr. Witlliams-—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Quitman—Mr. Keitt. 

For Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Fuller, 

For Mr. Thurston—Mr. Brenton. 


Mr. SAGE (when his name was called) said 
that Mr. Casxie had paired off with Mr. Rosisoy. 

Mr. MILLSON (when his name was called) 
said: I have been voting for Mr. Ricnarpson 
for upwards of six weeks. I have voted for him 
more than a hundred times. I have supported 
him on every trial. I have thus given proofs 
which, perhaps, in the history of the world, were 
never given before, of a sincere desire to elect 
him to the high position for which he has been 
proposed as a candidate. Upon which party, oF 
what persons, the blame of a failure to elect 
should fall, or whether on any, it would be vain 
to inquire. One thing I know: that there 1s 4 
separate and equal responsibility upon ey 
member of this body to elect the necessary 0l- 
cers of this House, and to proceed to the dispatch 
of the public business. I do not agree with those 
gentlemen who say that they will vote for none 
other than Mr. Ricnarpson. I do not agree 
with those gentlemen who, if they have not said 
in words, have at least proclaimed in their votes, 
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their determination to vote for none other than 
Mr. BANKS OF Mr. Futter. I do not agree in 
the opinion expressed here once or twice, that 
the Government may be carried on very success- 
fully even though this House may fail to perfect 
its organization. I think the experiment would 
fai], but it would be still more disastrous if it 
did not. : 
be a successful one. A king of England once 
attempted to carry on the Government without 
the aid of Parliament, but the people of England 
determined that he should not. do not want 
an American President more successful in such 
an experiment than was the British king. 

Sir, there are mgt! gentlemen in this House 
for whom I would cheerfully vote. There are 
others for whom, if not cheerfully, I would at 
least willingly vote. In giving my vote again 
for Mr. Ricuarpson, I do not want to be consid- 
ered as in any degree approving of the determ- 
ination of gentlemen to vote for none but him. 
| have voted, as the House knows, and as my 
friend from Illinois [Mr. Ricnarpson] knows, 
cheerfully and earnestly for that gentleman; but 
I never intended my vote to be regarded as a rati- 


fication or approval of all the opinions entertained | 


by him. I knew we differed on some subjects, 
but | was contented to differ; and this difference 
of opinion in no degree lessened my confidence 
in his integrity, ability, and capacity. 

As the gentlemen with whom I have been as- 
sociated, as I am informed, have again declared 
their determination to adhere to the original can- 
didate of their caucus nomination, I desire to pro- 
tect myself against any inference that I approve 
of that determination. We have already spent 
too much time in ineffectual efforts to elect one 
gentleman. Iam not willing to allow the affairs 
of the country, both foreign and domestic, to fall 
into confusion, rather than have the House or- 
canized under the leadership of any other than a 
single indicated gentleman. I'am willing now, 
as | have always been, to concur in any proper 
conservative organization of the House; and, in 
now again voting for Mr, Ricuarpson, I desire 
it to be distinctly understood that Iam in nowise 
committed to the policy which seems to pledge 


I do not want such an experinfent to | 


gentlemen to only a single course; and I will be | 


hereafter, as heretofore, free to dispose of my 


vote where it can be effectively felt; but, in the | 


present condition of things, my single vote for any 
other person could produce no useful result. 


I think, sir, perhaps too much importance is | 


attached to the choice of aSpeaker. T 


he Speaker | 


is not the representative of gentlemen upon this | 


floor. Wedo not become his constituents. It 
isnot absolutely necessary that he should concur 
with us upon all questions. He is the Representa- 
tive of his district, and would remain the Repre- 
sentative of his district after his elevation to the 
Speaker’s chair. We, then, are not his constit- 
uents, and have no right, perhaps, to ask arigid 
conformity to allour views. One thing is cer- 
tain: if the Speaker is to be the representative of 
a principle, then we never shall have one, because 
there is no principle which controls a majority of 
the members of this House. I vote for Mr. Ricu- 
ARDSON. 

The result of the vote was announced as above. 


The House then proceeded to vote the one 
hundred and thirteenth time for Speaker, with 
the following result: Whole number of votes 
cast, 206; necessary to a choice, 104; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received.......<sesesesesese+s92 
Willian A. Richardson... ...... ca esccessecseseees6d 
FO nn can hits c ecenvbah 
Alexander C. M. Pennington..........++s+ecceesses 
eas ws caine vo ipenccatenrosunehd’> 
tne le Katina enns.chue connnendh 

SPIE TLC. 5h, 5 <a tana c neo ye-de-cdtiscnaeced 
Ie ect ii... Se an ding Seden'e ¢ 
Benjamin B. Thurston..........2scceseeeeeeeeeees 
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So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


aut Mr. Banks— Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
Bras Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, a Bliss, 
Laahaw, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, 
ewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cum- 
ack, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De"Witt, Dick, 
cuakson, Dod 
*\ddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, 
slotleway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, How- 
K » Hughston, Ke King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, 
nox, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Mor- 
Sa ploreall, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pel- 
on, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, 
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d, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, | 
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Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, | 
Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, | 
Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Walbridge, Waldroa, Cadwalader || 
C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, || 
Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson— Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, 
Branch, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Clingman, How 
ell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Davidson, Den- 
ver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Flor 
ence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus 
Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, 
Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, Kelly, Kid- 
well, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, 
McMullin, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Rutlin, Rust, Sandidge, 
Savage, Samuel A. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Vail, 
Warner, Watkins, Wells, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, and 
John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 


| lile, Bayard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, 


Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Hoff- 
man, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Humphrey Marshall, Alex- 
ander K. Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Reade, Ready, 
Ricaud, Rivers, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, 
Underwood, Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 
For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Bishop, Clawson, Dunn, 
Edwards, Harrison, Moore, Robbins, and Scott. | 
For Mr. Cadwalader—Messrs. Boyce and McQueen. j 
For Mr. Orr—Messrs. Richardson and Williams. 
For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 
For Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 
| 


For Mr. Thurston—Mr. Brenton. 
For Mr. Quitman—Mr. Keitt. 
ELECTION BY PLURALITY. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I have a res- 


| olution to present to the House, which I ask the 


Clerk to read. | 
The resolution was reported, as follows: 1] 


Resolved, That the House will proceed immediately to 
the election of a Speaker viva voce, and if, after the roll 
shall have been called three times, no member shal! have 
received a majority of the whole number of votes, the roll 
shall again be called, and the member who shall then receive 


| the largest number of votes, provided it be a majority of a 
| quorum, shall be the Speaker of the House of Representa- 


tives of the Thirty-Fourth Congress. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would make this 
suggestion to the gentleman from Maine. I sup- 
pose that every gentleman in the House has his 
mind made up in regard to this proposition; I 
suggest, therefore, that the gentleman from Maine 
call the previous question on the resolution, and 
let us vote upon it directly. I hope no member 
will move to lay it on tue table, but let us have 
the vote directly on the proposition. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I would say to the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee that it is my purpose 
to submit the resolution without making a single 
remark, and that I intended to call for the previous 
question, but my friend from North Carolina 
{Mr. Curneman] desires to say a single word; 
and with the understanding that he will move the 
previous question I yield him the floor. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will do that of course. 
I have heretofore, Mr. Clerk, avoided taking any 
part in the discussions that have sprung up on 
this floor, because I think they have generally 
been premature in advance of the organization ; 
and I do not purpose to do so now, except to say 
a word or two in explanation of the vote which I 
am about to give on this question. So far as the 
adoption of the plurality rule is concerned, I see 
no objection toiton principle. It is a mere ques- 
tion of expediency, and we may well change the 
mode of daciion, when circumstances require it. 
We may adopt either the majority or sal 
rule, following in this respect many of the States 
that have recently adopted the plurality rule in 
their elections after trying the majority plan, 
Feeling of late a strong anxiety to see this nd 
organized—a feeling which I still entertain—I 
have been willing, and I have repeatedly said that 
I thought it better, tochange the law and to allow 
an election to be made in this way. But although 
I have repeatedly expressed that opinion, and 


, although for the last two weeks I have thought 


and often said that it would be better to adopt the 
plurality rule, I am not now going to vote for the 
resolution of the gentleman from Maine. I wasin | 
favor of adopting this rule, in fact, until last Satur- || 
day; but, as in all other questions of expediency, 

I feel now at liberty to do what seems to me proper 
as to the propriety of changing the method. For | 
two weeks, as I have said, up to last Saturday, I || 
was in favor of adopting it, and tried to get my 
friends to come up to it, but there wasa declaration || 
made on last Saturday by a prominent candidate 
for the speakership, which, taken in conneciion | 
with some things that I have heard since, induces | 
me to decline at this time voting for the proposi- 
tion. 


i 
| 
| 
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Without going into details I may simply say 
that I understood the candidate of those who call 
themselves Republicans to have placed himself, 
on Saturday last, on the extreme and most odicus 
ground ever taken before the country by any set of 
Abolitionists. He {[Mr. Bawxs]} not only stands 
politically, and ia a party point of view, making 
common cause with these Abolitionists, but I 
understood him to embrace an opinion, or at any 
rate not to have made up his mind against it, in 
regard to a subject which the senior gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Gippines] sometimes discusses, 
in connection with Abolitionism, of the equality 
of the white and black race. I understood that 
gentleman [Mr. Banks] to say, in reply toa direct 
question put, that he did not know whether the 
negro or the white man would be the superior, 
and that he was willing to let them have a trial. 
The gentleman proposes to determine that ques- 


| tion by a certain sort of test—not an intellectual 
| or moral trial, but the most odious of all the 


modes by which the Abolitionists of this country 
propose to carry out their views. I understood 
the gentleman not only to think the negro equal 
to the white race, as he seems to say, by deciar- 
ing that he believes with the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence ‘‘ that all men are created equal,’’ but 
to be very anxious to have an amalgamation of the 


| two races, so as to ascertain which will in the 


end prove to be the superior race, if either is in 
fact so. 

I am gratified to know, Mr. Clerk, that certain 
rentlemen who heretofore voted for him are dis- 
gusted with the enunciation of such a doctrine. 
Though they might have agreed with that gentle- 
man [Mr. Banks] on most of the political ques- 
tions of the day, they were not prepared to goto 
that length with him; and I understand that they 
are now extremely anxious to get him out of the 
way as their candidate. ‘Therefore I am willing 
to give them a fair opportunity of doing it. So 
far as the political questions which have herete- 
fore been discussed in this House are concerned, 
I do not know that there is much difference, prac- 


| tically, between that gentleman and the body of 
those who are supporting him. And, with respect 


to these issues, it perhaps makes little differ- 
ence whether he or some one of his supporters 
should be elected. If there are on this floora 
majority of men who prefer his election {[Mr. 
Banks’s] to that of our candidate, it is not to me 
a matter of any great solicitude; but, as the gen- 
tleman takes upon himself.to assert here, as 
his language seems necessarily to imply, the 
most odious, most offensive, and—to me—most 
disgusting doctrine ever laid down inthis country, 
and that, too, with a sneer and a jest, as if it af- 
forded him matter of amusement, I cannot make 
myself, even indirectly, an instrument in effecting 
his election; particularly when I put it along with 
that other saying attributed to him, and which he 
did not disclaim expressly, when alluding to it, 
that in a certain contingency he would ‘let the 
Union slide.”’ 

Where a man speaks with levity of a grave 
question like the dissolution of the Union, as one 
would speak of a drunken man sliding into a 
gutter, 1 must confess that it looks to me as if 
he had no great respect for the Constitution of 
the country and the existing Government; and I 
might hesitate for some time before | should in- 
dorse him by any vote, even indirectly; and I 
shall therefore wait for those who have hereto- 
fore been supporting him to look elsewhere for a 
candidate, if they want todo so, Aman may say 
that a contingency might occur where a disselu- 


| tion of the Union would be justifiable and neces- 


sary; but to speak of such a contingency with 
levity is to me exceedingly distasteful. 

When, however, to cap the climax, the gentle- 
man proposes to test the superiority or the in- 
feriority of the white and black races by such 
a process. as he referred to on Saturday last, | 
shall wait certainly a reasonable time for those- 
who have been supporting him to get seme one 
else more suited to their tastes. 1 do not wish, 
therefore, to see this plurality rule adopted just 
now, and shall vote agaiast it on this occasion. 

I have said thus much, not with a disposition 
to arraign any gentleman for his opinions. I[ 
think the debate that has been carried on here 
has been irregular. I would rather much of it 
had not been goneinto. Butas it has been stated 
in the public papers, and as I have frequently 
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said that | was in fevor of adopting the plurality 
rule, some explanation seems necessary for the 
vote | now prope to give against it, 

And now, sir, in accordance with the pledge 
given to the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Wasu- 
gunn,] | renew the demand for the previous 
aus tion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the gentle- 
man from North Carolina to withdraw the demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr.CLINGMAN. Ihave renewed it in obedi- 
ence to my pledge given to the gentleman from 
Maine. Tam perfectly willing that the discussion 
should wo on, so far as I am concerned. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. When yielded 
the floor to the gentleman from North Carolina, 
I did it upon the supposition that he had some- 
thing he desired to say in reference to the adoption 
of thepluralityrule. Tshould not have withdrawn 
my demand for the previous question, if I had 
known the ventleman’s purpose was to make th 
remarks he has done, in which, [ must say, it 
seems tome he has shown great disingenuous- 
nbben— 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Not at all. 

Mr. WASHBURN. It seemed to me a little 
unfair that he should have placed the construc- 
tion which he did, in reference to what he terms 
the levity of the remarks of the honorable gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Banks.] It was 
a construction, in my opinion, not fairly dedu- 
cible from the remarks themselves. But, sir, it 
was my intention, when I offered this resolution, 
that it should be decided without discussion; and 
in accordance with that purpose, | now move the 
previous question. 

Mr. BRANCH. Ifthe gentleman from Maine 
will withdraw his demand for the previous ques- 
tion for a moment, | have an amendment that I 
wish to offer to his resolution. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I wish to make 
a single remark, if the gentleman will allow me. 

Mr. WASHBURN. After having withdrawn 
the demand for the previous question in favor of 
the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Ciine- 
MAN,] | can hardly refuse the same courtesy to 
my friend from Ohio. I withdraw the demand, 
if the gentleman will promise to confine his re- 
marks to the question of the plurality rule. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I should not like to enter 
into any such bonds, 

Mr. WASHBURN. Well, sir, I will with- 
draw the demand forthe previous question, if the 
eentleman will promise to renew it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I make that promise. And 
now, Mr. Clerk, I have to say that [ will confine 
myself to the resolution in the explanation I have 
tomake. Iwill not,as the gentlemanfrom North 
Carolina has shown his willingness to do, discuss 
the principles proclaimed by the various candi- 
dates forthe speakership. I should like, however, 
to do so, and to compare their various declarations 
now with the platforms of the parties with whom 
they are acting, on some suitable oceasion. I 
rise now for the purpose of explaining why I 
have all along voted against the adoption of the 
plurality rule. A necessity seems to have de- 
volved upon me to make this explanation for the 
purpose of meeting the various charges in the 
newspapers, and perhaps the inuendoes on this 
floor, that 1 had not acted with sincerity in refer- | 
ence to it, 

1 was here in 1849, when, for the first time in | 
the history of this Government, there was a de- | 
parture in the election of Speaker from that sys- | 
tem which we are now pursuing. 1 


mm 


my venerable colleague, [Mr. Gippives,] Mr. 
Wilmot, and some six or seven who were acting 
with him, and who held the balance of power in 
the House, during the struggle to elect Mr. Win- | 
throp Speaker. 

After we had voted for three weeks, attempts | 
were made to adopt the plurality rule. I remem- | 
ber that that litte minority contended at the time, | 
that they and their constituents, upon the great | 
question of the organization of the Hosta; would | 
be. distranchised by that rule. They contended | 
that, so long as they were willing to take the re- || 
sponsiiuity of standing out for their candidate, | 
it Was Unjust upon the part of the House so to | 


disfranchise them; and, sir, although I disagreed 
with them in respect to their candidate, and voted 
for Mr. Winthrep in opposition to the honorable 


eS 


x. {was a young || 
member, but I recollect well the position held by || 


| ated equal. 
| pressed with the conviction that it is to be determined only 


| 
| 
| 


gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Conp,] yet I 
agreed with them upon that principle, and 


voted uniformly against the plurality resolution, | 


throughout that memorable contest for the speak - 
ership. I did it upon principle. 


Mr. Clerk, during the first week of this con- | 


troversy, when I had the honor of receiving a 
very handsome vote—a portion of which, if the 
letter of my* colleague, [Mr. Gropines,] which 


was read here the other day, is correct, was given | 


merely to put me up to-let me down again—it 
was suggested to me, I think about the third day, 
that we could soon setile the matter by the adop- 
tion of a plurality rule; but I condemned it then, 
as [do now. I said that [ was upon the record 
as having voted against itin 1849, and that I acted 


then as I desire to do now, in reference to the | 


matter—upon principle. 


I have sought this occasion to make known | 


to the country and the House the reasons upon 
which I have acted and propose to act, so that the 
tongue of slander may be silenced, particularly 
in reference to my motives in voting against this 
plurality rule. Now, Mr. Clerk, in pursuance 
of the made to the gentleman from 
Maine—and I think he will give me credit for 
having, without any pledge, confined my remarks 
to the plurality resolution—I renew the demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr. BANKS rose. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
mand for the previous question, to allow the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts to speak, with the 
consent of the gentleman from Maine. 

Mr. BANKS. I will not ask the gentleman to 


promise 
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| stood the gentleman to speak of a graye 
| with levity. Men generally look u 
| with repugnance; and I conf 


| express himself in the manner which he 
| think he will see that my inference was a ye 





I will withdraw the de- | 


withdraw the demand for the previous question, | 


if the House will allow me to utter a single sen- 


No objection being made, 

Mr. B. I have simply to say, that I utterly 
disclaim the opinions imputed to me by the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, in reference to the 
subject which he has introduced. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 


I certainly did not wish | 


to do injustice to the honorable gentleman from | 


Massachusetts. I understood him to say this in 


_answer to the question as to whether the black 
| race was equal to the white, or superior to it. 


A Member. 
Globe. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will not trouble the 
House with reading it now; but I understood the 


Read what he did say, from the 


gentleman to say, in substance, that the superior | 


or more powerful race would absorb the weaker, | 


and that he was willing to wait the developments 
of time, or some such thing, to see whether the 
black race would absorb the white race, or the 
white race absorb the black. I understood the 
gentleman, therefore, as looking forward to this 
result. I do not know that he said he was in 
favor of seeing the experiment made, but he ex- 
pressed no repugnance to it. I understood him 
as looking to the ultimate result, in reference to 
the superiority or inferiority of the races, before 
he would make up his mind. Therefore it was 


that | made the comments which I have; and 1 | 


am sure that the House will agree with me that 
they were legitimate, in view of the gentleman’s 
remarks. I should be happy if the gentleman 
would disclaim that position. 

Mr. ORR. With the permission of the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, I will read the lan- 
guage which the gentleman from Massachusetts 

Mr. Banks] did use. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Read it. 

Mr. ORR. It is as follows: 

**T have to say,in this matter, that I accept the doctrine 


of the Declaration of Independence, that all men are cre- 
In regard to the superiority of races, I am im- 


by capacity for endurance. So far as I have studied the 
subject, it seems to me to be the universal law, that the 
weaker is always absorbed and disappears in the stronger 
race. Whether the black race of this continent, or any 
other part of the world, is equal to the white race, can only 
be determined by the absorption and disappearance of one 





or the other; and I propose to wait until the respective. 


races can be properly subjected to this philosophical test 
before I give a decisive answer.” 


Mr. CLINGMAN. That was just what I un- 
derstood the gentleman to say,—that he could 
not determine in his own mind which was supe- 
rior, but he was willing to wait the result—as I 
said, not willing to put it to any intellectual con- 
test, not to any contest in science, mathematics, 
poetry, or in arts, or arms; but I understood him 


| to refer to a particular contest of that sort, a 


SO | 








nd 
I under- 
question 
pon the idea 
ess that it surprised 
me that the gentleman from Massachusetts with 
his education, attainments, and intellect, should 


did. | 


natural one. "y 
Mr. BANKS. I make no complaint. I rose 
only to disclaim the opinions imputed to me by 
the honorable gentleman from North Carolina. 
The CLERK. The Clerk would suggest that 
this debate is all out of order, inasmuch as the 
call for the previous question has been seconded 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I would ask my colleacus 
to withdraw the call for the*previous question 
so that I may address myself in explanation of 
the allusion which was made to me. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I have no control over jt. 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I wish to explain my vote 
on the occasion referred to. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 


that he had no objection to the contest, 


- 


If I yield to 


one gentleman, I must to another; and so I hold 


on to the call for the previous question. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts proceeded to make his remarks by unan- 
imous consent; and the debate that followed was 
also made by unanimous consent. 

Mr. MILLSON. As this involves an import- 
ant question, I call for the yeas and nays on 
ordering the main question to be now put, 

Mr. TRIPPE. | move to lay the resolution on 


| the table. 





| nays on that motion. 
tence. [Cries of ** Agreed! agreed!” **Go on!’’] || 


Mr. WASHBURN. I demand the yeas and 
[Cries of ** No! no!”’] I 
withdraw the call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. TRIPPE. I renew the demand for the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. 
the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Tripre and 
BiLLincHursT were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the yeas and nays 
were ordered, the tellers having reported—ayes 33, 


T call for tellers on 


| noes 78. 


The question was taken on the motion to la 
on the table; and it was agreed to—yeas 105, 
nays 101; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Broom, Bur- 
nett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Carlile, Caruthers, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson 
R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Win- 
ter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Elliott, 
English, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, 
Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Herbert, Hoffman, 
Houston, Jewett, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, 
Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. 
Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Max- 
well, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mill- 
ward, Moore, Mordeeai Oliver, Orr, Paine, Phelps, Porter, 
Powell, Quitman, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Richardson, 
Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Scott, Samuel A. 
Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, 
Swope, Talbott, Trippe, Underwood, Vaik, Walker, War- 
ner, Watkins, Wells, Wheeler, Williams, Winslow, Daniel 
B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicotter—105. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Barclay, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, 
Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, 
Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flag- 
ler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. 
Hall, Harlan Hickman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Val- 
entine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matte- 
son, McCarty, Meacham, Mo . Morrill, Nichols, Nor- 
ton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Peck, Pelton, Pennington, 
Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinaer, Stanton, Strana- 
han, Ta pan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, 
Vail, Wade, Walbridge Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, 
Welch, Whitney, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—101. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Pending the call, 

Mr. BOCOCK stated that he had been requested 
by his colleague (Mr. Casxie] to state, when 
this proposition came up, that he was utterly 
o to it. Though called home by urgent 
considerations, yet he would never have paired 
off with any gentleman except one whom he had 
reason to believe would vote for the resolution. 
He would vote against it in every stage, if here. 

Mr. MACE. ‘I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 





at 


le 





ee it ee, 


1856. 
‘Mr. ROBBINS. I demand tellers on the mo- || I take this vecasion to say that 
tion to adjourn, 
Tellers were ordered: and Messrs, Wasuevry 
of Maine, and Wueener, were appionted. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 





>in offering this 

resolution, | aM not to be understood as making 

any objections to the Sentleman for Whom I haye 

been Voting the last hundred and odd ballets. So 

far from that, I am Perfectly Sausfied with the 

ported—ayes forty-five—— votes I have given, and | Shall be Sausfied to Vote 

' Mr. MACE. I withdraw the motion to ad- for the same fentleman in future, if the resolution 

‘can, iI How propose to submit js not adopted, My 
J BALLOT FoR SPEAKER. ' resolution is In these words: 


Resolved, That Lewis D, CAMPBELT be declared the 
The House then roceeded to vote the one hun- Speaker of the House of Representatives lor the Thirty- 
dred and fourteenth time for Speaker, With the Fourth Congress of the United States, 
following result: Whole number of votes cast, 


‘ —Ti I have selected the gentleman named in this 
209; necessary to a choice, 105; of which— 


resolution, because, from the terms in which | 


Nathaniel P. Banks Baers ths sas nants oo Naik - | have heard him spoken of, | believe he Would not 
Henry Mi Regeardson ee ne * SERS CROSS EL ALYY. eee = | beas objectionable to some members of the ] louse 
le _F fe Pemba shaiesccec doce n ‘ ; . , 
A stander G. M. Pennington...\.""*** inedbesan ‘++ 9 |) With whom I haye been acting ag other Sentlemen 
Joie Cadwaledet.scuses caeesccrnt cote seer seed. Who have been hamed and voted for. I submit 
James L. Orr Pe Gdadtiley abPhtrsserveseiec tes : the resolution, and In accordane: with the course 
aa cea Ate bide aad nt ethene ! Which has been Pursued in this House by other 
Benjemsia R. Thurston... SOP ESE LTMR Ue @anday dei. 5 Pz | sentlemen, In order to bring the |} louse toa direct 
Joba A. Quitman.,+: wert pie Tae Rae. cn a kus | ae vote, I move the Previous quest mn. 
So there was no choice. ” Mr. ALEXAN DER K, MARS] TALL, I ask 
The following ig the vote in detail: || the fentleman to Withdraw tha; Mouon, to enable 
1e folle Sis L ? fer an ; 
5 me to offer an amendment, 
For Mr. Banks— Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, aa iae _ oe ; aa okt 
Henev Bennett, Benson, Billinghurse, Bingham, Biiss, aa 7 Members. Oh, - don t yu ld. 
Bradshaw, Buttington, Burlingame, James H, Campbell, Mr. ‘J LORINGTON. prefer to have the 


Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, 
Cumback, Damrej}, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Wit, 


Ouse vote directly upon the resolution, Without 
ee. Bae? pays De \ amendment, 
Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durtee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Gallo 


-~ 


Mr. THORINGTON. As my withdrawal 
Seems to be objected to, I shall insist on the de- 
mand for the Previous question, 

Several Mempers, That is right, Hold on 
to it. 

The previous question was Seconded, and the 
Main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. SNEF -  Isitin order to move that there 

€ a call of the House? 

The CLERK. |t is in order, 

on’t do it!”*] 


‘ rey , , . = 
way, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert Hall, Mr, CLINGMAN, That S right; let US tak 
Harlan, Holioway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Hor- | a direct vote upon it, I hope we shall have no 
Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, Me. Mr. LEITER. I ask the fentleman to with- 
Carty, Meacham, Morgan, Morrill, Nichols, Norton, An- raw the motion for the Previous question fora 
ance, Ritchie, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Siin- f 
mons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, that resolution, 

auton ad i Mr. THORINGTON. As the gentleman from 
dron, Cadwalader (. W ashburne, Ellihu B. Ww ashburne, . 
israel Washburn Watson Welch, Wood Woodruff. and —_ ; 
= : ’ ; , |} Mr, Camppeiy comes, Perhaps it js due to him 
For Mr. Richardson — Messrs, Aiken, Allen, Barclay, || ay & Matter of courtesy that | Should Withdraw 
Barksdale, Bell, Hendley Ss. Bennett, s0cock, Bowie ; 

STEP CNS > Ff > > > 
ell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Davidson, Den- Mr. STEPHENS, I hope, if the Fentle man 
ver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Fautknor Flor- withdraws his demand for the previous question 
Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, other aia : previou, sal rill be in.. 
Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W-. Jones, ’y, Glaney ers. I hy pe the previous question will by in 
Marshall, Maxwei}, MeMuillin, Smith Miller, Millson, Mor. || withd 
decai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, 
ut, Talbott, Vail, W arner, Watkins, Wells, Winslow, 

Daniel B. Wright, and Jobn Vv. Wright. 

lile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, 

Evans, Foster, J, Morrison Harris, Hoffman, Kennett 

shall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, 

Rivers, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Under- 
or Mr. Pennington—Messre Bishop, Clawson, Dunn, 

Edwards, Harrison, Haven, Moore, Robbins, and Scott. «| 
‘or M: 


ton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, \napp, Knight, amendment, 
drew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purvi- ; , 
moment; I desire to Say a word IN reference to 
Thurston, Tod Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Walbridge, Wal- 
Ohio [Mr. Leirer] is from the State from which 
Woodworth. 
] : , ? | In his favor. 
Branch, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, ¢ lingman, How- 
ence, Thomas J. DP, Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus || jp favor of one gentleman, he will in favor of 
Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel sg, | Sisted on, but, if it 18 withdrawn at all, let it be 
Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Samuel A. Smith, Stephens, Stew- 
For Mr. Fuller—Mesgrs. Broom, John i Campbell, Car- | 
. , ’ 
Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Mar- 
Wood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 
For Mr. Cadwalader— Messrs, Boyce and McQueen, 


[Loud cries of 


For Mr. Orr—Messrs. Richardson and Williams, 
For Mr. Williams—My. Wheeler, 

For Mr, Porter—Myr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. hurston—Mr. Brenton. 

For Mr, Quitman—Mr. Keitt. 


Mr. MILLER, of Indiana. 
House do now adjourn, 


Motion, 
Mr. MORGAN. I do make the motion, | 


move that there be a call of the House. 


I move that the |! 


Order, A motion for a call of the 


fen minutes to three 0’clock, P- m.) the House 


mand for the oes question, 
adjourned till to-morrow, at twelve 0’clock, m, : 
’ 


Mr. MORGA} I should like to know the 

| Feason why it is not in order? 
J a, Mr. STEPHENS, Because the House has 
HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES, | ordered that the main qUestion shall be now put, 
EDNEsDay, January 16, 1856. | The rule of the House is ©xpress upon the sub- 


The House was called to order by the Clerk at |j Jeet. 


ee ee ee ee 








Mr. STEPHENS. I rise to a question of | 
¢ House is not | 

he motion Was agreed to; and thereupon (at || 1" order after the House has Seconded the de- || 
; 
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exception js €xpressly made in reference to mo- 
tions to adjourn. 

Mr. MORGAN. With all due deft rence to 
Tenth men, | think thy House has not ordered 
that the main Weston shall be now put, 

The CLERK. The House has made that 
order, 


Mr. MORGAN. If the House has made that 


order, J, perhaps, Ought not to ‘NSISt Upon my 
Motion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
resolution of the gentleman from lowa be laid 
upon the table, 

Th CLERK. That motion is in order, but 
the mouon that there be a call of the House will 
take pre cedence, if the Sentleman insists upon the 
motion. Does the sentleman from New York 
INSist in his motion? 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir; | think | had bet- 
ter insist upon the Motion. 

Mr, STEPHENS. Does the Ch rk decide that 
the motion of the gent), man from New York is 
in order? 

The CLERK. In the opinion of the Clerk, 
the mMouon is in ord: r. As, how: Ver, there seems 
to be doubts in reference to it, he Prefers to sub- 
mit the guestion to the House. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I will not take an appeal 
from the decision of the Clerk, but I take this 
Cccasion to Say that J think the decision decid- 
edly Wrong, The motion that there be a eal] of 
the House is nota privileged question, Nothing 
except a question of Privilege, or ® privileged 
question, can Override the motion that the main 
{"estion shall be now put, | think the motion, 
therefore, is clearly not in Order; but J Shall not 


take an Pe 


The C ERK. The Clerk would remark to 


| the gentleman from Georgia, that the Constity- 


410n gives the House the Power to compel the 
attendance of absent m, mbers;: which would, of 
course, make the motion that there be a call of 
the House a privileged question, 

Mr. OR] - That is, when there ig no quorum 
present, 

Mr. STEPHENS. It certainly does not make 
the motion a Privileged one, to override the mo- 
tion that the main ¢ uestion shall be now put, 


Mr. ALEXAND “RK.MA RSHALL, | take 


| an appeal from the decision of the Clerk, 


Mr. MORGAN, Upon that appeal I demand 


the yeas and nays, 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. lk would sugzest to 
the gentleman who has raised the point of order, 


that it be Withdrawn, and allow the yeas and 


Mr. SNEED; Very well; I will not make the || 


| tion of order, 


hays to be taken directly upon the motion that 
there be a call of the House. 

Mr, STEPHENS. I certainly have no ob- 
jection to Withdrawing the question of order, 
f the object is to five gentlemen an Oopportunit 


'| to come InN, We might as well have the yeas and 


nays upon the motion for a cal of the House as 
anything else, 

Mr, COBB. It will save time. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I will Withdraw my ques. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, .] ask for 


| tellers y on the yeas and nays, upon the Motion 


for a cal of the House. 
ellers were ordered; and Messrs. Morcaw 
and Craicr appointed. 
The House was divided; and the tellers re. 
Ported fifteen jn the affirmative—not & sufficient 


| number, 


ee || The CLERK. The Clerk wil] State to the || 
we Clock, m. f gentleman from Georgia, that we are hot now 
eJournal of yesterday was read and approved. || acting under the rules of the House, but under 


ELECTION op SPEAKER. | the Parliamentary law. Under parliamentar 


1S 1n order, 
Mr. CADWALADER. Is the motion for a 
nearly every member that the state of call of the House in order when the House has 
ich was redicted by the | Ordered that the main question shall be now put 
Mr. Erneriper) || Upon the resolution of the gentleman from lowa? 

‘everal days ago—that Voting for Particular can- | The CLERK, Und 
as || Motion that there bea call of the H 


cannot az that lexpect the resolution which | in order, 
te 








and will have the result of effectin |} Mr. ORR. The H 

organization of the H 

so fr less feel it my duty to contribute my mite, 
a 


| of course, it is not in order to move that there 
ards the election 


Would it not be in order to 
& proper sense || Move that the House adjourn? 


Certainly it would, beeause an 





Mr. Clerk, the Te || law, the motion of the gentleman from New York refused to order a cal}. 


Ouse; but | main question shall be now put, and, as a matter | 


| Tectly upon the resolution. 
er arliamentary law a || 


Ouse is always | 


So the yeas and nays were not ordered, 
The question was then taken, and the House 


© question then recurred upon the motion 
that the resolution be laid upon the table. 
r. JO aS, o ‘ennessee, | will withdraw 
that motion, and allow the vote to be taken di- 
Will not the vote 
now be upon the resolution of the gentleman from 
Iowa? 
The CLERK. Direetly upon that resolution. 
© question was then taken upon the resoly- 
tion; and it was decided in the nhegative—yeas 50, 
nays 150; as follows: 
YEAS— Messrs. Allison, Banks, Barbour, Henry Ben- 


hett, Bishop, Bradshaw, Brenton, James jf, Campbell, 
Chaffee, ( ‘lawson, Coliax,Cumback, Dean, Dickson, Dunn, 


i Durtee, Edie, Edwards, Harrison. Haven, Hollow ay, Val- 


i| 


entine B. Horton, Hughston, Knight, Knox, Kunkel, Lei- 
ter, Mace, Millward, Moore, Norton, Pearce, Peiton, Pen- 
nington, Pettit, Pringie, Purviane», Riteme, Robbins, Kob. 
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erts, Seott, Sherman, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Tyson, 
Weich, Wheeler, Woodruff, and Woodworth—50. 

NAYS— Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allen, Barclay, Barks- 
dale, Bell, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Rocock, 
Rowie, Boyce, Branch, Broom, Buffington, Burlingame, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, Jobn P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson K. W. Cobb, Comins, 
Cox, Cragin, Craige, Cullen, Damrell, Davidson, Day, Den- 
ver, De Witt, Dick, Dodd, Dowdell, Edmundson, Eiliott, 
Emre, English, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Fiag- 
ler, Florence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galioway, Gid- 
dings, Gilbert, Goode, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Au- 
gusius Hall, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, 
Hoffman, Thoraas R. Horton, Houston, Howard, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kelsey, 
Kidwell, King, Knapp, Knowlton, Lake, Letcher, Lind- 
ley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Samuel 8. Mar 
shall, Matteson, Maxwell, McCarty, McMullin, MeQueen, 
Meacham, Smith Miller, Millson, Morgan, Morril, Nichols, 
Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peek, Phelps, Pike, 
Porter. Powell, Quitman, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Richard- 
eon, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sabin, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, 
Savage, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, 
Sneed, Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Stranahan, 
Swope, Talbott, Tappan, Trafton, Trippe, Underwood, 
Vail, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Walker, Warner, Cad 
waiader C. Washburne, Ellihn B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Watkins, Watson, Wells, Whitney, Williams, 
Winslow, Wood, Daniel B. Wright, Join V. Wright, and 
Zotlicofer—150, 


So the resolution was not agreed to. 








Pending the call, when Mr. Henptey 8. Ben- | 


NETT’s name was called, 
Mr. QUITMAN informed the House that Mr. 
Bennett was detained from the House by sick- 


ness, and therefore did not vote. 1} 


Mr.GALLOWAY (when his name was called) 
said: It is well known to my friends that I enter- 
tain a high personal regard for the gentleman from 
Ohio, {Mr. Campsexy;} and if I could secure my 
ppc preferences, | should cheerfully vote for 


sured by some reliable manifestation, by the votes 
of this House, that there is a different state of 
sentiment from what existed when he was a can- 
didate before the House, I cannot consistently 
change my position; and therefore I vote no. 
Mr. GIDDINGS (when his name was called) | 
said: It is well known that I have heretofore, 
when there was a prospect of the election of my 
colleague, [Mr. Campset,} voted for him cheer- 
fully. I voted for him while he was a candidate, | 
and I left him because of an impression that he 
could not be elected, and on his own declination. 
I have cast my vote a great number of times, in 
association with other gentlemen, to the number 
of a hundred or more, for our present candidate, 
{Mr. Banxs.] Without any intimation that these 
hundred gentlemen, who have heretofore voted 
for Mr. Banks, have asked fora change of candi- 
dates, without any consultation, as far as I know, 
this resolution has been thrown upon us. 1 con- 
cede that every gentleman here has a perfect right 
to make what proposition he chooses. Every 
gentleman has a right to act independently; but 
upon a,measure of this importance, I think it 
would be prudent, at least, for gentlemen, while 


iim upon this resolution; but until 1 can be as- | 


™ 





i 
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| would vote at all times for the anti-Nebraska || to say here, in regard to that gentleman, that— 


candidate who was receiving a majority of votes. | 
In accordance with that determination, I voted 


| for Mr. Campsey until he voluntarily withdrew 


| pursued in reference to Mr. Campsett, this House 


| and without falsifying what they believe to be the | 
| will of their constituents. 


|; uents, 


acting together upon matters of this grave mo- || 


ment, to consult together before an attemptis made 
to change our position. I cannot, by my vote, 
sanction the course now proposed—to leave Mr. 
Banks, and go for any other individual, until I 
shall have compared ideas with our friends, and | 
see whether we can do better than to adhere to 
our present position. I, therefore, shell vote 
against the resolution; and I shall stand where I 
am, until I can see some prospect that a change 
will be for the better. I vote no. 

Mr. MACE (when his name was called) said: | 
I propose, sir,—inasmuch as it is the practice,— 
to assign very briefly the reasons why I shall 
vote for the resolution under consideration. There | 
are some things on the record, Mr. Clerk, in 
reference to our doings in this protracted state of | 
disorganization, but there are some things which | 
are not on the record; and I feel it due to myself, 
upon this occasion, to state briefly the position I 
have assumed since the meeting of the present 
Congress. When I came here, sir, some time 
since, it was stated by the public press that I, 
perhaps, would be a candidate for the speaker- | 
stip. No such intention ever crossed my mind 
for a moment. The next day after I arrived | 
here, I met Mr. Campnens, and knowing that he 
must have seen such statement of the press, I at 
once frankly told him I was not a candidate, but 
that I was for him; that I had come here with the | 
one purpose of speedily organizing this House. | 
I then laid it down as a rule for myself, that I; 


spectably. 


his name as a candidate. Since that time, I have | 
steadily voted for Mr. Banks. 1 am not dissat- | 
isfied with either of those votes. I have been 

ready, and am perfectly willing at all times, that 

either of those gentlemen should occupy the dis- | 
tinguished position of Speaker of this House. | 
My idea, in reference to the election of Speaker, | 


has been this, at all times: I have been willing at || 
| any moment to vote for any anti-Nebraska man 
| upon this floor; and I will state here frankly— 


because I have no concealment to make—that, in 
my humble judgment, had the policy been pur- | 
sued in reference to all the candidates which was | 


would have been organized long since; and that 
policy is, not to nail our flag to the fortunes of 
any particular anti-Nebraska man, but to come 


forward in good faith and try our strength upon || the distinguished gentleman from 


| [Mr. Banxs.] 


each man for a reasonable length of time, but not 
to make a halt there, and come to a dead lock. 
We should interchange sentiments among our- 
selves, and see if we could not effect an organiza- 
tion by the election of some other gentleman who 


In this connection I wish to make another re- 


mark. I have heard it said upon this floor, and | 


| entertains sentiments such as we do. 
| 
| 
j 


repeatedly said, that this party or that party was || 


responsible for the non-organization of this House. | 
We may say what we please in reference to that | 
question in this Hall, but we have a people at | 


| home—a discriminating people—and that people | 
will, as sure as we sit here, attribute the want of || 


organization of this House to the anti-Nebraska | 
ad here. We are in the majority here, and 


It is futile that we should expect | 
the friends of the distinguished gentleman from | 
Illinois [Mr. Ricnarpson] to concur with and aid | 
us in making an election. It is futile to expect 
that the friends of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. Futter] should come to our rescue. 
Those gentlemen cannot do it. They cannot do 
it without falsifying their convictions of duty, | 


I admire the man, be | 
he Democrat, be he American, or anti-Nebraska, 
who would stand upon this floor and duly repre- | 
sent the will of his constituents. Such is the 
kind of men T like. 
Now, sir, I do not say I represent my constit- 
I have tried todo it, and to do ithonestly, 
and lL intend se to continue. I eannot vote for | 
the gentleman from [ilinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson, } 
nor can [ vote for the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr. Fu..er,] or for any gentleman who 
entertains sentiments such as have been avowed 
by these gentlemen. Should I do so, I should 
run athwart twenty-five thousand majority in 
my district. I can vote for Mr. Banks, or Mr. 
CampseL., or for twenty other gentlemen upon 
this floor, who would discharge the duties of that 
position, if not as well as soma others, yet re- 


Such is my position, and I intend to adhere to 
it. I say to the anti-Nebraska men, once for all, 
that it is due to yourselves, to your country, 
that you should come forward and go, not for 
men, but for measures, in the organization of this 
House according to the will of a majority of the | 
anti-Nebraska men upon this floor. If you do 
not do it, let the consequences rest upon your 
head—it will not rest upon mine. I vote ay. 

Mr. PARKER (on his name being called) stated 
that he had paired off with Mr. Humpurey Mar- 
SHALL. 

Mr. PEARCE (on his name being called) said: | 
It is proper, Mr. Clerk, for members on this floor 
to give explanations of their votes; and I suppose } 





that one great object of explanation is that every 
Representative may stand properly before his 
constituents. I wish, therefore, to give a word 
of explanation here of the votes that I have given 
since we met here as a body for the purpose of 
organizing this House. It is well known, Mr. 
Clerk, that I first cast my vote for my distin- 

uished friend and colleague, Mr. Futver, of 

uzerne. I was induced to vote for that honor- 
able and distinguished gentleman, first, because 
of my entertaining strong personal saat of 
friendship for him; and | may be ‘permitted, sir, 


yy aunion of our forces we can elect a Speaker || 
; atany time. 


| 


| feetly Ory 
i 








| 


** To know is but to love him.” 
It was with the greatest reluctance, therefore, that 
1 saw myself compelled to leave him and cast m 
vote for another. y 
But I had another reason for casting m 
: 5 MY Vote 
for another gentleman. At the time I was votino 
for Mr. Fuuzer, I thought that his views coin. 
cided with my own views on this great Nebraska 
question. I thought that his views would be per- 
to my constituents. But after 
his honest, manly avowal on this floor, of his 
sentiments, (and I give him credit for this honest 
and fearless assertion,) I came to the conclusioy 
that he would not be acceptable to my constity- 
ents. These were my impressions at the time 
and they are so at present. . 

I then changed my vote; and as I have been 
attacked at home by those who do not understand 
matters as we are prepared to understand them 
I wish to assign some eee ae I voted for 

assachusetts, 
I voted for him, first, because | 
had reason to believe that the charges which were 
made aguinst that gentleman as to his being a 
leader of the ultra Abolitionists of Massachusetts 
were not well-founded. I took particular pains 
to inquire whether he did act with the ultra Abo- 
litionists of Massachusetts, and, from the best 
information which I could obtain, I was satisfied 
that such was not the case; for I would not vote 
for any man here as Speaker whom I regard as 
an ultra Abolitionist. 

Then, sir, I voted for the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts for another reason — because I was 
satisfied that he was a member of the American 
party. [Laughter and applause.] I wish to make 
a distinct avowal here, that I would vote for no 
man who is not a member of that great, that 
glorious, caeh ge American party. [Applause.] 
Being satisfied that he [Mr. Banks] was a mem- 
ber of that organization, and that he was a mem- 
ber not only for a specific purpose, but honestly 
and truly—that he was not only an American, 


| but one who would not subordinate his Ameri- 


canism to any other ism—I gave him my cordial 


— 
-McMULLIN. May I ask the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Pearce] one question? 


Mr. PEARCE. 1 do not want to 


e inter- 

mie: 
Mr. McMULLIN. Ionly want the gentleman 
to point out the difference between Mr. Banks 


and an ultra Abolitionist. 

Mr. PEARCE. Iam not used to being inter- 
rogated, and I do not want to be interrupted in 
my discourse. I hope,therefore, the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. MeMutuiy] will not persist 
in interrupting me. I repeat, Mr. Cl.ik, that I 
voted for the gentleman from Massachussi's under 
this impression. I believed that not only was he 
an American, but that he was a true American. 
I voted for him again, because a pressure was 
brought to bear upon me from home on account 
of the non-organization of this House. And 
being assured, not only from what I heard here, 
in respect to his Americanism, but from his speech 
which is on the record, and to which all can refer, 
I felt bound to support him. He has declared 
that his sentiments then are his sentiments now 
He stood here as the strongest anti-Nebraska can- 
didate before the House; and I voted for him 
because I wished to show my willingness to vote 
for a man who was not objectionable to my con- 
stituents, and that ! would not stand in the way 
of an organization of this House. 

I voted for Mr. Banks again because I repre- 
sent a district here which was so strongly anti- 
Nebraska in its sentiments and feelings that my 
honorable predecessor, [Mr. a) although 
an old-line Democrat, and a man of sterling wort! 
and integrity, and of influence in his party, ast 
his vote eyer and anon against the passage of that 
bill, ies —— by his party for his 
manly bearing. I vote for Mr. Banks as an anti- 
Nebraska man and an American, because I am 
pledged to my constituents to do all that I can do 
— the extension of slavery into virgin soil 

the Territories; and he [Mr. Banks] had con- 
demned and voted against the of the 
Kansas-Nebraska bill. I wish to show to my 
constituents that I was not there to avow one 
Tice rumeae os to do another. — 

These, sir; are my reasons for having voted for 
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the distinguished gentleman from Massachusetts. 
And now, sir, that another gentleman [Mr. 
Campse.L, of Ohio) has been named here this 
morning, Who is an American and an anti-Ne- 
pbraska man, I cannot take the responsibility of 
yoting against him, lest it should be said at home 
and in the country that I was pinned to any one 
man,and was not willing to vote for another man 
equally worthy. I have no objection to the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, nor do I mean to say 


by the vote which I am now about to give that I | 


shall not hereafter vote for that gentleman. I 
shall be governed by circumstances. I shail vote 
now for Mr. Campsexu. I vote ay. 

Mr. PAINE (on his name being called) said: 
Mr. Clerk, in voting on the resolution before the 


House no opportunity is allowed me to express | 
a preference in the selection of a member of this 
body to occupy the Speaker’s chair. In the | 


course I shall take I desire simply to show that 
] am not willing to stand in the way of an organi- 
vation, unless the occasion arise when | may 
believe it to be my Pree? duty to defeat 
such an organization. I cannot support the res- 
olution; but, being unwilling to assert that no 
other gentleman th 


THE CONGRESSIONA 





1an the honorable gentleman | 


from Pennsylvania [Mr. Futter] should be | 


elected to preside over us, I abstain from voting 
against it, and therefore decline to vote. 

“Mr. PENNINGTON (on his name being 
called) asked that the Clerk should again report 
the resolution, stating that he had just entered 
the Hall. 

The resolution was again reported. 
Mr. PENNINGTON. [I shall vote in the af- 


firmative on that resolution, and I do it without | 
intending anything in the least disrespectful or in- 


vidious towards any other candidate on this floor. | 


I shall do so in accordance with the declarations 


made by me the other day, and the convic- | 


tions and opinions with which I came into this 


Congress as to what was due to my friend from || 


Ohio, [Mr. Campse.t,] because of the eminent | 


ability and fidelity with which he has discharged 
his duty to the country and to his party. I vote 


ay. 

ha, PURVIANCE (when his name was 
called) rose and said: Mr. Clerk, I desire to make 
aword ofexplanation. I donot indorse the sen- 
timents of the honorable gentleman from Indiana, 
[Mr. Mace;] I do not agree with him that the 
responsibility for our disorganization rests with 
those who have been voting for Mr. Banks. 

Mr. MACE. [did not say so. 

Mr. PURVIANCE. Well, then, on the anti- 
Nebraska men of this House. 


I now desire, || 


sir, to some extent, to, review this question of | 


responsibility. For six long weeks we have been 
voting from day to day, and we have been dis- 
cussing questions wholly irrelevant to the ques- 
tion of responsibility for our want of organiza- 
tion. And as to the discussion being on this side 
of the House, I have to say, that the Empire 
State, with thirty-three members on this floor, 
has preserved throughout an almost unbroken 
silence. The Buckeye State, with the exception 
of a speech or two from the venerable gentleman 


from the Ashtabula district, [Mr. Giuppin@s,] and | 


of impromptu replies of the gentleman from the 
Butler district, 


planations among its members, has also abstained 
from the discussion of the question. The North- 
west has taken but little part in the debate; New 
Jersey, none; and New England, although her 
honored son has been assailed here from day to 


day, has remained quiet. She has remained tran- | 


quil; but the time will come, if this House be 


ever organized, when she will vindicate the world- | 


wide renown of the mother of the first battle- 


field of the Revolution. She bides her time, and | 
that time will come so sure as the sun has risen | 


in the heavens this day. Her sons,@* the wor- 
thy sons of worthy sires,’’ have up to the present 
moment remained quiet in their seats; and I un- 
dertake to say that, during this six weeks’ dis- 
cussion—and this is in answer to the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Mace]—the entire North 


ave not partici ated in this discussion to the 
amount of two days. 


itr Mr. Campsent,]} has refrained | 
from participating in the debate. The Keystone | 
State, with the exception of some personal ex- | 








Now, what has given rise to this failure of or- | 


ization? The Democratic party over the way 
ed a resolution on the slavery question, 





. ~ ’ > a . 
| although they professed to be in favoref peace and | anti-Nebraska members on this floor, and that 


| quiet, and opposed to ail agitation of that ques- 
| ton. They present—what? Why, what the gen- 
tleman from Georgia [Mr. #terusns] some time 
since declared to be the squatter principle. 
| what purpose ? Certainly, for the purpose of agi- 
tation. With a view of drawing a line? No; 
but to reaffirm the abolition of a compromise 
line—a line done away with by an act of the last 
Congress, and which the President and the Senate 
now stand ready to resist any proposition of res- 
toration which may be passed by the popular 
branch of the Government. Why thrust into 
this House this Nebraska act unless it was for 
| the purpoSe of agitation? 


have been voting against organization? They 
are not on this side of the House. Who have 
been offering the plurality resolution with a view 
of organization? And why should not that rule 
have obtained the assent and approbation of this 
| House? Referring back to proceedings had here 
| six years ago, I am told that there are in their 

seats now four gentlemen of the Democratic side 


| tended to the election of the honorable member 
from Georgia, [Mr. Coss.] I appeal now, in 


| suffrage for that plurality rule on any time of its 
submission by my friend and colleague, [Mr. 
Knieut? 

There is another matter. I am surprised that, 
when the honorable gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
CamPBELL] submitted tu this body, in opposition 
to the wishes of his friends, a resolution declar- 
ing the honorable gentleman from South Carolina 


of the House, the gentleman from South Carolina 
| now calls the previous question on the pending 
| proposition for declaring the gentleman from Ohio 
the Speaker of this Congress; demands that an 


| his name is called, votes against the resolution. 
Why is all this, unless it grows out of the spirit 


|| of disorganization—a spirit which I say, in an- 
swer to my honorable friend from Indiana, [Mr. | 


Mace,] and I say it with great respect—a spirit 

which grows out of the other side of the House. 
Mr. READY. Has the gentleman’s time ex- 

| pired ? 

| The CLERK. 

left. 

Mr. PURVIANCE. 


It has not; hehas five minutes 


| this House. ‘ 
but I am not willing to take the assertion of the 


with it. 

I am now about to vote for Mr. Camesext. I 
feel clear in casting that vote. From the time I 
took my seat in this Hall, | have spent days and 
nights in honestly endeavoring to organize; and 
when I have presented to me a man who is an 
American, and avows it on this floor, and who is 
an anti-slavery man—I do not mean an Abolition- 
ist, and it is a mistake on the part of our southern 
friends to suppose that we are Abolitionists when 
we support a principle for which we are prepared 
| to show their States, their fathers, and Congress 
| after Congress have voted—when there is such a 
| man as I have indicated presented to me, I shall 
| vote for him. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
| CampBett] is not an Abolitionist. We are in 
| favor of a principle which is nothing more or less 
| than to compel southern gentlemen to stand by 
| 
i 
| 
' 





fathers. vote for CAMPBELL. 
Mr. MACE obtained the floor. 
The CLERK. The gentleman will remember 
that all this debate is out of order. 
Mr. MACE. I wish to make but a word of 
explanation. My friend from Pennsylvania mis- 
| understands me. I did not intend to say, and I do 
| not say, that the gentlemen who have been voting 


|| for Mr. Banks were chargeable with the disor- 


| ganization of this House, because I surely would 
| not charge myself with being in the way of an 
| organizauon. Now, the only difference between 
| the gentleman from Pennsylvania and myself is 
‘this: he says that we have not a majority of 


For | 


Again, who from time to time in this House | 


| who voted for that plurality rule when that rule | 


all frankness and sincerity, to those gentlemen to | 
| know the reason why they have not cast their 
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| we are not, therefore, responsible for this disor- 


[Mr. Orr] the Chairman or Speaker pro tempore | 


immediate vote be-taken; and who, for aught we | 
knew, wished to return the compliment—yet,when | 


ganization. If that be true, the gentleman is 
right: if, however, on the other hand, we have 
an anti-Nebraska majority on this floor, and I 
believe we have, then I lay down the doctrine 
which will not be controverted before the people, 
and that is, that in no legislative body that I 
have ever known, where a party has a majority, 
and fails to carry out its measures and to elect 
its presiding and other officers, has any other 
than that party been responsible for the result. 
Then, if we have a majority here, the responsi- 
bility is with us: if not, then the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania is right. 
Mr. PURVIANCE. 1 did not say that there 
was not an anti-Nebraska majority in the House. 
I merely said that the gentleman from Georgia 
[Mr. Srerwens] made that assertion. 
Mr. SAGE (when his name was called) said: 
I desire to give a simple reason for my vote. I 
regard the introduction of this resolution as beim: 
ill-timed and mischievous, and I do not think that 
it will result in any compliment to the gentleman 
whose name is catiedio’ in the resolution. If it 
could succeed, | would vote for it. 1 voted forthe 
gentleman from Chio until he withdrew his name. 
I came not here with any preference for men. | | 
was willing to vote for the gentleman from Ohio, 
or for the distinguished gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Ban«s,] or for the gentleman from 
New Jersey, [Mr. Pennineron,] or for any other 
gentleman who I supposed entertained the same 
sentiments that I entertain. But, sir, there are 
gentlemen who have voted for this resolation 
who did not vote for the gentleman from Ohio 
when his name was regularly before the House. 
lam very glad that itis so. I hope it may lead 
| toa union between our friends in casting our votes 
| hereafter. But, sir, I have another objection to 
this resolution. It is well known to the anti-Ne- 
| braska members here, at least, and I presume to 

our opponents—because it is a matter of common 
_ notoriety—that we had an anti-Nebraska meeting 
|in this Hall, or rather a meeting of all those op- 
| posed to the present Administration, and that at 
| that meeting there was a nomination made for 
Speaker. The distinguished gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Banks] was the nomince of that 
meeting. I feel bound to adhere to the conclusion 
or determination of that meeting, until that meet-~ 


|| ing shall again get together and select some other 


The gentleman from 

| Georgia [Mr. Sreruens] declared the other day | 
that there was not an anti-Nebraska majority in || 

How that may be I do not know; || 


gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Mace} alone; [| 
give this assertion of the gentleman from Georgia || 


‘| that I do hesitate. 


| 


| 


i 


| gentleman to be voted for. Iam not—and I speak 
| for myself alone—to be deterred from casting my 

vote for the gentleman from Massachusetts until 
| that time arrives. Therefore, without going fur- 
ther into my reasons, I vote no. 

Mr. SHERMAN (when his name was called) 
said: The proposition of the gentleman from Iowa 
| places me in a very embarrassing situation. Up 
to this time I have never had any doubt as to how 
to cast my vote, but now I confess in all candor 
The result-of my conclu- 

sions is to vote for this resolution. In doing so, 
| IL separate, to some extent, from many of my 
own colleagues, arid from many of my friends. 
I desire, therefore, to state the reasons why I 
shall so cast this vote. For twenty-three ballots I 
voted for Lewis D. Campsent, of Ohio. It was 
the desire of the people that | represent, and of 
the State which I in part represent, that Mr. 
| Campsent should be invested with the high honor 
of presiding over the deliberations of this House. 
|I voted for him in good faith, and desired his 
election. For ninety-one times I have voted for 
the distinguished gentleman from Massachusetts, 
| (Mr. Banxs.] I have likewise voted for him in 


'| good faith, desiring on each ballot to secure his 
| election. 


the principles advocated and maintained by their | 


Gentlemen have endeavored to place the respon- 
| sibility of a want of organization upon this side 
| of the House and uyion that side of the House. 
I desire to say candidly that I think the respon- 
| sibility rests upon those gentlemen who, profess- 
ing to be, and no doubt being, opposed to the 
| repeal of the Missouri compromise, and to agree 
| with us in our anti-Nebraska sentiment, have yet 
| separated from us, and have uniformly voted for 
| gentlemen who have been voting either for Mr. 
Campse.u or Mr. Banks. 

Mr. DUNN. Will the gentleman allow me to 
interrupt him? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, if the gentleman wil’ 
not take much of my time, 
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Mr. DUNN. I have to state to the gentleman 
from Ohio and to the House, and, adopting the 
common parlance here, * to the country,’’ that I 
am not answerable to the gentleman, nor to this 
House, nor to any one outside of my own district, 
for any votes which I may give here neve ee oh 
There, sir, | can make this matter satisfactory ; 
I can make it satisfactory upon the record I now 
hold in my hand. I will be held to no responsi- 
bility here, and I will submit to no reflections on 
my course here. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman from Indiana 
certainly could not have supposed that I intended 
to cast any reflection upon him. The responsi- 
bility for the organization of this House is a public 
matter. The people of the country are looking to 
us and fixing the responsibility here and there and 
elsewhere. I have a right to my own judgment 
as to where the responsibility rests, and I will 
express it freely and frankly. aviag expressed 
my opinion upon that point, I say this, that the 
only way in which those gentlemen who have 
been acting separately from us can remove the 
responsibility 1s by adducing to this House a 
good reason why Mr. Bawxs 1s not fit to occupy 
that chair. If they can cast the least shadow of 
suspicion upon him—if they can show that he 
has jeneniel pledges or promises in order to 
obtain that position—if they can cast even a 
shadow of dishonor upon him, I will be the first 
man to leave him;—ay, if they will give to the 
House any reason that would satisfy even gentle- 
men on the other side that Mr. Banks is unfit for 
that position, I will leave him, and vote for the 
gentleman from Indiana, or for anybody else; 
but since they have failed to give any sach reason, 
I have felt myself bound uniformly and honestly 
to vote for the distinguished gentleman from 
Massachusetts. I shall continue so to vote here- 
after. 

But this proposition is made by one 
friends—the gentleman from Lowa, {Mr 
meton.| I do not pin my faith either to Mr. 
Banks orto Mr. Camppetr. Taman independent 
Representative here, and I will vote for any one 
of a dozen—ay, of a score of those who have 
been acting with me upon this side of the House. 
I will vote for no Administration man. I will 
not vote for the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. Fuuier.) If the sorry alternative should 
be presented to me, I would rather vote for the 
gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricnarpson,] be- 





ee 
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of our | 


cause we are told that the gentleman from Penn- | 


sylvania represents an anti-Nebraska constitu- 
ency, and was elected, to some extent, upon that 
principle, and the shadow of a constituency 
whose sentiments he does not express rises up in 
judgment against him. 


Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania. As the charge | 


now made by the gentleman from Ohio has been 
variously repeated, I will state a single fact: At 
the same election when I was returned a member 
of this House, ex-Governor BieLer, now United 
States Senator from Pennsylvania, was a candi- 
date for the office of Governor, standing upon the 
same platform with my competitor, addressing 


the people from the same stand, and advocating | 


substantially the same measures. He carried the 


district by a handsome majority; I was elected | 


by over two thousand majority. I would not 


have alluded to this fact but to correct a wrong | 
impression, and to show that it was not the ant- | 
Nebraska issue which determined that election. | 
It is but just to say, that a strong feeling existed | 


in my district adverse to the repeal of the Mis- 
souri compromise; but 1 feel assured that I am 


now representing the wishes of a large majority | 
of my constituents in resisting further agita- 


tion. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I will take the gentleman’s 


declaration as true, as no doubt it is. But he has 


declared upon this floor, that, if he had been a_ 


member of the last Congress, he would have 


voted against the repeal of the Missouri com- | 


promise as an unwise and useless violation of 


public faith; and yet he tells you this paradox, | 


that now, if he had the power, he would not 
reinstate that prohibition of slavery in the ter- 
ritory north and west of Missouri. 

Mr. HOUSTON. He said that he would do it. 


Mr. SHERMAN. No, sir, I think he went | 


beyond that the other day. His position, at any 
rate, is known to the House and the country. 
Now, I hold that, if the repeal was wrong, all 


northern men and southern men ought to come | 
forward, and help us reinstate that restriction. 
Nothing less than that will satisfy the country; 
and if it is not done, as it probably will not be, 
we will maintain our position of resisting the 
admission of Kansas as a slave State, under all 
possible circumstances. 


pired, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I vote ay. 

Mr. SIMMONS (when his name was called) 
said: It will not take long for me to express my 
views in reference to this resolution. When we 
first commenced voting for a Speaker, I voted for 
Mr. Campse tt, of Ohio. Had he not withdrawn 
his name, I should have supported him up to this 
time, and would have aaa to vote for any other 
candidate who might have been sprung upon me. 
I certainly preferred him to any other man, but 
I did not come here to represent any particular 
man I came here to represent principles, and I 
will vote for Mr. Campseti, or Mr. Banks, or 
any man who represents those principles. This 
talk about ‘* letting the Union slide,’’ goes for 
nothing with me, especially when it comes from 
persons who attempt to make it slide upon every 
opportunity. I am ready to vote for any man 
who represents the true principle. Ido not wish 
it to be extravagantly represented. I would prac- 
tice moderation and forbearance. I would how. 
fully vote for the gentleman from New Jersey, 
{[Mr. Pennineron,] but I cannot consent to give 
any vote that might seem to indicate that Mr. 
Banks has forfeited our confidence, simply be- 
cause he has been slandered by our opponents. 
I will not consent to that. I vote no. 

Mr. STANTON (when his name was called) 
said: I dislike this practice of giving reasons for 
our votes. It is a bad practice. But I trust I 
shall be excused for following it on this occasion. 
The record, Mr. Clerk, will bear me witness that 
I have been ready at any ime, when my vote 
would accomplish that result, to elect my col- 
league [Mr. Camppe tt] Speaker of this House. 
Gentlemen have spoken of having ‘*voted in good 
faith’’ for my colleague. I have to say, that I give 
no votes that are net given in good faith. When 
| vote for gentlemen, I desire to elect them. 

I regard this proposition, Mr, Clerk, whatever 
may have been the intent of its mover, as calcu- 
lated, above all others that could have been intro- 


duced into this House, to sow the seeds of discord || 


and jealousy amongst the anti-Nebraska mem- 


bers of this House, and to result in our ultimate | 


defeat. Every gentleman must have seen for 
weeks past, that the only practicable mode of 


electing a Speaker here is by an ultimate resort | 


to a resolution to elect by a plurality. 


The ques- 


tion as to when that shall be done is the only | 
remaining question. Itisa mere question of time. || 
No gentleman can receive a majority of votes upon || 


this floor for the post of Speaker. 

Now, what gentleman does not see in the move- 
ments that have been going on here for a week 
past, a studied and systematic effort on the part 
of gentlemen opposed to the anti-Nebraska mem- 
bers of this House, to sow the seeds of discord 
amongst us, so that we shall not be able to cast 
the largest vote, and give ey to a gentle- 
man upon this side of the House. 

I will not contribute, by any vote of mine, to 
aid in any such undertaking. No gentleman can 
fail to appreciate the difficulty which underlies 
the organization of this House, and which di- 
vides the people of this country. It is the great 
practical question as to whether there shall or 
shall not be slavery in the Territories of Kansas 
and Nebraska. That is the question. It is no 
speculative or theoretical question. It is not a 
question which has no practical influence, but it 
is the great question whether those Territories 
and future States shall be cultivated by slave or 
by free labor. They cannot be cultivated by both; 
they must be devoted to one or the other. 

Now, sir, the facts presented before the House 
and the country are these: I hold thatall the anti- 


| Nebraska men of the House have united upon the 
‘distinguished gentleman from Massachusetts, 


(Mr. Banxs.] He is the unquestioned choice of 
a very large majority of the anti-Nebraska mem- 
bers of this House; there can be no doubt about 
that. Ido not believe that any gentleman who 
holds out, and refuses to aid his brethren, is in 


‘| good faith an anti-Nebraska man and opposed to |! that resolution. 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The CLERK. The gentleman’s time has ex- 








| slavery in those Territories, because his conduct 
shows the contrary. 

Mr. LEITER. Does my colleague mean to 
say, by implication or othe: wise, that those of ys 
who are voting for this resolution are not sincere 
in our opposition to the extension of slavery? 

Mr. STANTON. Certainly not. [ ae to 
those who have been voting against Mr. Banks 
for the last five or six weeks. I believe that the 
end of this struggle—if there is to be any end to 
it at all—will be that a Speaker of this House wij} 
be elected by a plurality vote. I believe that it 
is the part of wisdom for the anti-Nebraska mem. 
bers of this House to avoid all these traps that 
are set to encourage discord and division in oyr 
ranks, and carefully and patiently bide our time 

Permit me to make one other remark, and to 

| State one fact, before I cast my vote. The one 
hundred and five gentlemen who have voted for 

| Mr. Banks upon this floor represent ten millions 
of the white inhabitants of this country, whilst 
all the residue of this House together represent 
but a fraction over nine millions! That is ae. 
cording to the census of 1850, and the increase 
of population since that census was taken would 
still further increase the disparity. 

Now, I feel perfectly easy in my position. | 

_ stand here, with a large plurality of the members 
of this House, representing an absolute majority 
of the people of this country, voting steadily for 
the honorable member from Massachusetts. If 
there is any portion of this House that can afford 
to maintain its position, I belong to that portion, 
If the duty of yielding for the purpose of effect- 
|ing an organization rests especially upon any 
section of this House, it rests upon those who 
are organized into smaller parties. If no such 
duty rests upon any particular section of the 
House, then the duty devolves upon the whole 
House to elect by a plurality. The largest sec- 
tion of the House has tendered that mode of elec- 
tion. It is one which has been clearly and wi- 
mistakably indorsed by the Democratic party, 
| As has already been remarked, there are four gen- 
tlemen here belonging to that party who voted for 
it in 1849, and who steadily vote against it now. 
If it should be adopted now, [ think the result 
| would be very doubtful. I think it almost prob- 
able that it would elect the gentleman from IIli- 
nois. I think the seeds of discord have been 
| sown so deeply and widely, that we shall not be 
able to rally a plurality for any gentleman on this 
side of the House. 

As I have already said, I feel perfectly easy in 
regard tomy position. Wewho have been voting 
| for the honorable member from Massachusetts 
have done all that patriotism and duty can de- 
mand at our hands, and having done that, we can 
afford to bide our time and await the result. If 
gentlemen choose to disorganize this Government, 
and bring on a sectional controversy in the elec- 
tion of a Speaker, Iam as ready to mect them 
now as at any other time. I vote no. 

Mr. STEPHENS (when his name was called) 
said: Ido not rise to give any reasons for my 
vote, but I rise to correct the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Purviance] in two particu- 
lars. He stated that I had said on some occasion 
in this House that there was not a Tt of 
anti-Nebraska men. The gentleman is mistaken. 
What I said was, that we had had no indication 
here that would warrant the conclusion that there 
was an anti-Nebraska majority; but that, on the 
contrary, the demonstrations on the floor up to that 
time tended to show that there was not such a 
majority. I do not know how the matter will 
turn out. I believe that a majority of the mem- 
bers of this House, at the time of their election, 
were claimed as anti-Nebraska men, and I came 
up here prepared to meet a decided majority 
against the Nebraska bill, and in favor of its 
repeal; but a considerable change has been going 
on on this subject, I think. How it now is I do 
not preten®to know—whether the majority is for 
repeal or not. : 

he other matter in regard to which I desire 

to correct the gentleman is, in what he said about 
the resolution sed aioat friends of the gen- 
| tleman from Hlinois [Mr. Ricnarpson] at the 
| beginning of this session. I was not present at 
| that meeting, but I cordially approve of the senti- 


ment of that resolution. The gentleman charges 
the want of the organization of this House upon 
think differently, sir. ie 
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all that that resolution planted itself upon a 
measure instead of upon a principle. As Lunder- 











stand that resolution, it planted itself essentially || 


upon a principle, and nothing else; 1 speak now 
of the Kansas part of that resolution. That 
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|| as it is. 


resolution congratulated the country — ** the | 


triumph of the principles of the Kansas-1 
act ’’ in certain recent elections. It said nothing 
about the measure eXcept its principles upon the 
slavery quesvion. 1 
sir? will read that clause of the bill to the 
House. Here, sir, are these principles—I read 
from the act itself: 

« That the Constitution and all laws of the United States, 
which are not locally inapplicable, shall have the same foree 
and effect in the said Territory of Nebraska as elsewhere 
within the United States, except the eighth section of the 
‘Act preparatory to the admission of Missouri into the 
Union,’ approved Mareh 6, 1820, which, being inconsistent 
with the principle of non-intervention by Congress with 


slavery in the States and Territories, as recognized by the | 


jegislation of 1850, commonly called the compromise meas- 
ures, is hereby declared inoperative and void; it being the 


What are those lego 


vebraska | 


true intent and meaning of this act not to legislate slavery | 


into any Territory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but 
to leave the people thereof perfectly free to form and regu- 
late their domestic institutions in their own way, subject 


onty to the Constitution of the United States: Provided, | 
That nothing herein contained shall be construed to revive | 


or put in foree any law or regulation which may have ex- 


isted prior to the act of 6th March, 1820, either protecting, 
establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing slavery.”’ 


That, sir, is the principle announced, (or, 
rather, principles, I should say, in relation to 


slavery in the Territories,) as 1 understand it, by | 


the gentlemen who went into the meeting here 
just before the commencement of the session, and 
who put the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Ricu- 


peeemereeciees 


arpsON] in nomination for the speakership. | 


These are the principles on this subject upon 
which they planted themselves. These are the 


principles, on the triumph of which, in the then | 


recent elections in several States in the East, 
West, and South, they congratulated the country. 
It was upon a principle, then, essentially, and not 
a measure, they planted themselves. With them, 


in this, I heartily concurred; and I take this oc- | 


casion to say, I think they might well get together | 


again, and pass another resolution, congratulating | 


the country upon the encouraging progress and 
brightening prospect, from what we have seen 
here, of the sure success of their cause, if not in 
this House, at least before the people, in most of 
the future elections. 

When we came here, when Congress assem- 
bled, and before, I understood—and I believe the 
House and the country understood—that this 
body would have a majority opposed to this 
great fundamental principle. 
witness now? and what have we seen in our own 


| sumed their true color and position. 
But what do we | 


midst? This principle, triumphant in so many | 
of the fall elections in various States, has made | 


some not inconsiderable progress, as I read the 
signs of the times, upon this floor. We find here 
members who were never known to be in favor 
of it until we met here, openly avowing it. ‘The 
truth is great, it is mighty, and I never doubted 
that it would ultimately prevail. 1 would say to 
those who met together t 

this House, to keep the banner afloat; never 
surrender it. 


their ranks. Last fall, when we assembled, the 


gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Mace,] and the | 


gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Campset.,] boasted 
of the triumph of the anti-Nebraska sentiment in 
the then recent elections. The country, in their 
opinion, would never abide by that act. Nothing 
but repeal would satisfy popular demands. I 
took occasion then to join issue with them. I 


supposed, it is true, that this House might be || 


anti-Nebraska; but I felt confident that a repeal 
of that clause of the bill which I have read never 
would be effected. I looked to reaction, and then 
told them that revolutions never go backward. 

supposed then, that though this House {might 
temporarily be anti-Nebraska, yet I did not be- 


lieve that any repeal would or could eygpr be car- | 
red. Iam now much more confirmed in that 
belief; indeed I am beginning to hope that there 


Will not be a majority upon this floor, even in 


etree against the principles established 


It may be true, as the gentleman from Pennsyl- | 


vania [Mr. Futer] tells us to-day, and I do not 


uestion it, that he was not electe upon the anti- | 


vefore the assembling of | 


Every day promises accession to || 





| 
} 








| will state to the gentieman and to the House, I 
suppose it is equally true that it was not known 
in his section of the country, at the time of his 
| election, that he was willing to abide by the law 
It seems that even his colleagues, who 
voted for him upon the first ballot, on the first 
day, did not then know his sentiments on this 
question: sixteen then voted for him, and only 
two since he has defined his position. It seems, 
I say, that his position was not known to even 
them, up to that time. Now I am rejoiced—and 
_Ido not wish the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Futver] to be offended at what I say, or 
take unkindly my reference to this point, for I 
feel not only gratified, but rejoiced—that the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania has taken the position 
he has, and let the country know his sentiments 
on this great question of sectional strife. It shows 
| that the cause is gaining ground; that we have 
friends where we did not expect them; and I 
think, if we continue on here just as we have for 
a few weeks longer, the anti-Nebraska men—at 


| least those who were reported to have been elected | 


as such—will come in as converts, or acquies- 
cents, perhaps, by dozens, if not by scores, and 
the country, at the next contest, will not have that 
severe conflict which I supposed they would have. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Fut- 
LER,] when he first spoke, said he was willing to 
abide by the law as it is—he was against repeal; 
he would not vote to restore the Missouri restric- 
tion—while he would not have voted for the bill 
taking it off, had he been a member of the House 
at the time of its passage. This was a step in 
the right way. Iwas glad to hear the avowal, 
though I did not like the reason assigned, which 
| was, that it could not be done under existing cir- 

cumstances. But the next time the gentleman 

addressed the House on the point, he came out 

fully, as 1 understood, in favor of the principle 

of non-interference by Congress—that Congress 
| had not the power to legislate at all upon the sub- 
ject. [(Laughter.] This shows the progress of 
truth, and gives assurance of its ultimate suecess. 
Truth is often slow in its progress; it is upon the 
'mind as light is sometimes upon the eye. In 
coming into the light from the dark, the eye does 
not readily adapt itself to the change; objects, 
therefore, are not clearly discerned at first; but 
| gradually the difficulty is removed, and ell things 
appear clear and distinct. It is related of him 
who was born blind and brought to his vision by 
a miracle, that he at first ‘‘ saw men as trees walk- 
ing;’’ but after a while all things with him as- 
Now, I say 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Fut- 
LER,| and to the four from the North who vote 
for him, and stand in the same position with him, 
| as | understand it, and to all others situated in 
like manner, whether voting for him or not, that 
[ consider their position as a strong indication 
of the progress and working of truth. It affords 
good evidence for the belief and expectation of a 
general indorsement by the country when the 
people understand the question of the principles 
of the Kansas and Nebraska bill; and that they 
will become fundamental principles in future con- 
gressional legislation in reference to the subject 
of slavery in the Territories. I vote no. 

Mr. THORINGTON (before the result was 
announced) said: I suppose it is due to myself, 
as the mover of the resolution, to make some 
explanation of the reasons which induced me to 
offer the resolution. 1 did not, at the time the 
resolution was offered, intend to do so. 
velopments which have since taken place make 
it necessary that I should explain, in part, the 
position I oceupy upon this floor. [ hold, sir, that 
to every man upon this floor more or less respons- 
ibility attaches for the want of the organization. 
Feeling that responsibility, I am not satisfied to 
vote for six months, or for six weeks, or to the 


to secure an organization of this House. My 
effort may be feeble, but I am willing to contribute 
my mite; and I say here, to-day, that I do not 
fear to meet the issue here made, anywhere and 
everywhere where I am interested, or where my 
constituents are interested. No inducement, no 
legislation, no indirect vote, no traps set, shall 
| ever induce me, directly or indirectly, to vote for 
the distinguished gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 





Nebraska feeling—that this measure was not in | Richarpson;} I can say the same in reference 
issue between him and his competitor. But I || to the distinguished gentleman from Pennsylva- 


But de- | 


end of the chapter, without making some effort | 


BE. 














nia, (Mr. Futter.} Entertaining, therefore, these 
views, [ could, under no circumstances, present 
a measure here, knewingly, which would favor 
the promotion of either of those gentlemen to the 
| Speaker’s chair. 

I have presented in my resolution the name of 
the distinguished gentleman from Ohio, [{Mr. 
CampsBe.t,]} believing him well qualified for the 
position which has been sought by gentlemen of 
this House, or, if not sought, which their friends 

| desire to bestow upon them. I was satisfied, 
| by the remarks made by that gentleman when 
he withdrew his name as a candidate, that 
my constituents would be pleased and gratified 
in having him promoted to that position. { have 
never upon this floor cast my vote for any other 
man than Mr. Banks, of Massachusetts, and Mr. 
CampBELL, of Ohio; and I will continue to vote 
on to the end for either of those gentlemen, or for 
other gentlemen who reflect the same political 
opinions. lam disposed to compromise a — 
ciple under no circumstances. Believing in those 
opinions, and regarding the responsibility which 
rests upon me, I felt it my duty to make some 
effort for the organization of the House. 

I have, therefore, after consulting with but a 
few—and those entertaining similar opinions with 
myself, and who have continued to vote for Mr. 

3anks—presented the resolution which is under 
consideration. I offered it with no spirit of dis- 
affection towards the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Banxs,] but I did so from 
my anxiety to see this House organized. I have 
| offered the resolution in good faith; and if the 
gentlemen upon this floor who have voted more 
| than a hundred times for the gentleman from 
Massachusetts are not pleased with it, [ can 
only say I cannot help it. If they disagree with 
me, it is only what they have done in many other 
instances. have attended meetings, night after 
night, to agree upon some man whom the major- 
ity could support for Speaker; but the votes dis- 
jay the fact that we have been unable to agree. 
Ve have voted for the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts as long as I think it is required at our 
hands; and therefore | say, let us try some other 
man, and see if there is a possibility of electing 
him. I have offered it in good faith, and I have 
done it, after agreement with no one, and I pre- 
sume no one will dare assert the contrary. I 
shall therefore vote for the gentleman from Ohio 
{[Mr. Campsett] with great pleasure. He was 
| my first choice when I came upon this floor, and 
| he is my first choice now, if there is a prospect 
of electing him. 

I have thus taken this oceasion to express my 
approbation of his course, and my reasons for 
offering the resolution which is under consider- 
ation. 

Mr. TODD. I desire to give the reasons for 
my vote upon this occasion. I ama conservative 
man, having no sympathy with ultraism on the 
one side or the other of the slavery question. I 
abhor Abolitionists, in the common sense of the 
term, as much as I do the border ruffians: and I 
should vote as persistently against the proposed 
measures of the one class as against those of the 
other. [come froma district which is not agitated 
by any ultraism on the subject of slavery, and I 
| am determined, as far as my ability will permit 
me to do so, to represent that constituency and 
their wishes. I did feel, when I came here and 
cast my first vote for the honorable gentleman 
from Massachusetts, that my association with 
certain men upon this floor was calculated to 
create some uneasiness amongst the people in my 
own district; and the opposition to the resolution 
offered by the gentleman from lowa has, in a 
measure, tended to increase that apprehension. 
Iam in favor of a principle, and am devoted to 
no man and to no vaatiaelee interest; and when 
voting for Mr. Banks, I voted for him with the 
idea that he represented the feeling of opposition 
to slavery extension, without giving an adhesion 
to any ultra sentiment upon the ar of slavery. 
I have, therefore, no personal attachment for him, 
and am ey willing to vote for any other 
person who represents the principle to which I 
am attached. 

The views of the gentleman from Ohio are per- 

fectly well known upon that subject, and every 
| gentleman attached to those principles can safely 
| vote for him, without any fear of beneyal upon 
| his part. If the gentlemen who have determined 
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to adhere to the gentleman from Massachusetts 
have in mind any measures beyond the re veal of 
the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and if they adhere to 
him with those measures in view, I can say to 


them, that a large number of the members of this | 
House who have been voting with them for Mr. | 


Jann will not go with them. 
shadows forthany other measures than the restora- 


tion of the Missouri line, three fourths of those | 


who have cast their votes for Mr. Banxs will as 


If their policy | 


resolutely oppose any measure of that kind, as | 


they will persistently adhere to the repeal of that 
obnoxious measure. I vote ay. 


Mr. WADE (on his name being called) said: 


I wish to “4 a single word in reference to the | 


vote which [ am about to give. 

My course, Mr. Clerk, since I have been on 
this floor, has been, in my own judgment, at 
Jeast, a rather steady one. 


I have intended to | 


vote steadily, not for men, but for principles. 1 | 


am still determined to do that. 


‘he first vote | 


which I cast here for Speaker was for a colleague | 


of mine—not Mr. CampBe.u. 


It was for a gen- | 


tleman who differs, perhaps, as widely from me, | 
on the ultimate ape connected with slavery, | 


as any man on this floor. I voted for my col- 


league, [Mr. Harian,] because | believed him | 


to be a man perfectly true to the positions which 
he assumed—never wavering, never halting. I 


could wish now that that vote of mine could have | 


been successful, because I believe that no man on 
this floor would have discharged the duties of 


the speakership with more faithfulness or more | 
satisfaction to this House than would that gentle- | 
man. After giving him my vote, then I voted, out | 


of deference to my colleagues, for my other col- 
league, [Mr. Camppet.} I continued to vote for 
him steadily from that time on until he withdrew 
his name. 
had there not been a disposition to go off on some 
other man who could embody more strength. 


My purpose in voting was to organize this House | 
and to reflect the sentiments of the great majority | 


I should have done so until this time | 


of the people who sent us all here; and I believe | 


that in the election of Mr. Harwan, or of Mr. 


CampPpBELL, or of Mr. Banxs, we should have re- | 
It was for | 


flected the will of that vast majority. 
that reason that I voted as I did at the commence- 
ment, and for that reason I have continued, down 
to the present time, to vote in that way. And, 
sir, | do not believe that any man can ever accom- 
plish his end, unless he is steadfast, unyielding, 
and determined tocarry itout. I believe in Davy 
Crockett’s maxim: ‘ Be sure you’re right—then 
go ahead.’ And I want to say to our friends 
here that, by our wavering as the waves of the 
sea, nothing can be accomplished. Nothing can 
be accomplished save by steady perseverance in 
the course which you believe to be right. 


Now, let us take counsel of our opponents. | 
What has the Democratic party presented before || 
us? One steady, unyielding, unfaltering purpose | 


to accomplish a single end. Now, if we had the 
resolution, the firmness, and, I would say, the 
spirit of defiance, which actuates our enemies, we 
should conquer them, because we have the force 
to conquer them. It is on this principle that I 
proceeded, and it is on this principle that I shall 
proceed, untll some other programme shall be 
pointed out by the friends of liberty in the Ter- 
ritories. I shall go on in that course which I 
have marked out for myself. 

Sir, let us rejoice in the principle which the 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Stepnens] has laid 
down here to-day—that “truth is mighty and 
will prevail.’’ In the very darkest hour of this 
controversy with slavery, and with politicians 
who are in league with slavery, I have had that 
faith;—I have seen the time heh, if a man, rep- 
resenting the principles which we who vote for 
Mr. Banks or Mr. Campspext here represent, 
should have offered himself as a candidate for 
Congress or for any other political office in the 
States, he could not, in the district which I now 
represent, and which falls behind none in its hos- 
tility to the extension of slavery, have mustered 
fifty votes. No, sir! And this course has been 
onward, and will be onward still. Let me assure 
those gentlemen that all their efforts to overthrow 
us have only built us up; and they will con- 
tinue to do so, whatever may be the result of this 
balloting here for Speaker. They may rest as- 
sured, that as light breaks in on the minds of the 
people, unobscured by the fogs which politicians 
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spread around them, the people will come up to 
this work of. rescuing the Territories from the 
curse and blightof human bondage. It has been 
so. And let me say to the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Sternens,] that there is nothing 
which has put more effectual weapons into the 
hands of anti-slavery men than that gentleman 
/and his coadjutors have done; none, whatever. 
Their weapons have been those which we have 
used from the commencement of this great con- 
troversy down tothe present time. I feel no dis- 
couragement at that. If we are beaten, if we are 
cast down, yet shall we rise again. Rest assured 
of that; ink 


again, it will push us forward. That has been 
the course of things from the outset to the present 
tume. 

And now, let not onr friends be afraid of being 
called ultra Abolitionists. There are no ultra 
Abolitionists on this floor. [Laughter.] Nota 
solitary ultra Abolitionist, in the sense in which 


that term is understood by our Democratic and | 
southern friends, when they try to fasten that | 


reproach of abolitionism on our free State men. 
We are not Abolitionists in that sense. We are 


not affected with Garrisonism, or anything of that | 


kind, which goes for the abolition of slavery every- 
where. } 
and that it ought not to be upheld anywhere; nor 
do we, as the Garrisonians want to do, declare 
slaveholders universally outcasts from the pale of 
civilization. Ido not go to that extent, even so 
far as moral force is concerned, but keep myself 
within the limits of the Constitution. It has been 
said that our action here will be repudiated by 
our constituents. I have no fear of any such re- 


sult for myself, or for any man who still continues | 


to vote for Mr. Camppeut or for Mr. Banks. We 
shall not be hurt by our action in this matter; of 
that rest assured. 


for by no solitary act of mine, directly or indi- | 


rectly—only by simply sitting in my office, and 
permitting the people to vote forme—have [ a seat 
on this floor. I vote no. 


Mr. WALBRIDGE (on his name being called) 


said: The votes which | have given in this House | 
|| have been entirely satisfactory to myself, and itis 


| of very little importance to me whether or not 
anybody else is satisfied with my votes. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, (on his: name 


although the wave at its reflux may | 
carry us a little backward, still, as it comes up | 


We do not hold that slavery is illegal, | 


For myself, I cannot be hurt; | 


j 
| 
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juestions now before the people of the United 


tates, so much so that his defeat, no matter by 


|| whose election, would be viewed as a sort of 
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being called,) said: Lregret, Mr. Clerk, more than | 
I can well express, that the gentleman from Iowa | 


should have introduced this resolution. 
judgment it is fraught with mischief, and mis- 
It is difficult to understand how that 


In my | 


/gentleman should not have seen that it could | 


not, by any possibility, have benefited the cause 
which he, I dare say, has at heart. For more 


than twenty votes I supported steadily the hon- | 


orable gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Campsen.,] 


| candidate for the votes of its members, I, after a 


from Massachusetts, [Mr. Banxks;]} and | have 
_ continued voting for him from the time I com- 
,menced down to the present. ‘That the introduc- 


nate, is evident from a glance at the eet» in 
which it places the anti-Nebraska members of the 
House—myself among the rest. If I vote against 


friends, may suppose that I do so from want of 


| 
| friendship or respect for him—an inference, than 


which nothing could be more untrue or unjust. * 


Again, sir, if 1 vote for the resolution, and thus 
| indicate a willingness to leave the gentleman from 
| Massachusetts, those who are in favor of his elec- 
| tion may believe that I am not dealing fairly, 
‘frankly, dnd honorably by them. Thus, in any 
event, alienation and ill-feeling would be likely 
| to ensue. 
| After the gentleman from Ohio withdrew his 
name as a candidate for Speaker; after the gen- 
| tleman from Massachusetts had been saeeal be- 
fore the House, and, I may add, before the 
country, as the candidate of those with whom I 
am acting on this floor; after a large meeting of 
anti-Nebraska members had agreed, almost unan- 
imously, that he ought to be supported; after he 
had been voted for by that party until he had 
come to be regarded by the country as the expo- 
| nent of the principles of the North upon the vast 


| 


short time, commenced voting for the gentleman | 


| tion of the resolution, at this time, was unfortu- | 


this resolution, the gentleman from Ohio, or his | 


and until he withdrew his name from the canvass. | 
When he no longer stood before the House as a | 





| 
| 





backing down—a falling away from those prin- 
ciples, a half defeat at best—I do not perceive 
how I can, in justice to the gentleman from Mas. 
sachusetts, much more in justice to the cause in 
which I feel so profound an interest, do other. 
wise than record my vote against the resolution 
Reverse the case: suppose the gentleman from 
Ohio occupied the position, as a candidate, which 
the gentleman from Massachusetts now occy. 
pies; suppose he had received the nomination of 
the caucus which presented the name of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts; suppose he, for 
weeks, had received the large vote which that 
gentleman has received—a vote so large ag to 
insure his election in the end, if his friends byt 
stand firm, would it be dealing fairly and honor. 
ably by him to desert him? or should we be 
likely thereby to promote the harmony in our 
ranks which is indispensable to success? I think 
not; and, so thinking, vote no. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. 1 have nota word to 
say in explanation of the vote I shall give upon 
this resolution, but I desire to say something in 
reply to the remarks made some minutes since 
by the honorable and eloquent gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Sternens. ] 

As that gentleman has chosen to express his 
gratification upon the correction of the position 
occupied by the distinguished gentleman from 
Pennsylvama, [Mr. Futier,} within the last few 
weeks—though I should differ in opinion with 
the gentleman from Georgia in respect to the fact 
of that correction having been made—I beg leave 
in return to express my equal gratification that 
the distinguished gentleman from Illinois, [Mr, 
Ricuarpson,} who, in 1850, stood out as the ad- 
votate of the constitutionality of the Wilmot 
proviso, and not only that, sir, but pledged him- 
self, if it were necessary, with regard to the 
southern territory acquired from Mexico, to vote 
for the Wilmot proviso—I beg leave, I say, sir, 
to express my gratification that the gentleman 
from Illinois has within the last few days cor- 
rected his position, in respect to the Wilmot pro- 
viso, since 1850. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the gentleman 
from Tennessee allow me to explain ? 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I have but a single 
remark more, and then I will yield to the gentle- 
man. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I have but a single 
remark to make, and that I desire to make in this 
connection. In regard to my position in respect 
to the Wilmot proviso, I only desire to say that 
the record will show that my position was cor- 
rected in my votes for the bills organizing the 
Territories of Utah and New Mexico the same 
session, to wit, 1850, when the speech was made 
to which reference has been made by the gentle 
man from Tennessee. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. Well, let that pass 
at present. As the gentleman from Georgia has 
expressed a doubt as to whether the friends of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania properly un- 
derstood his position in the votes they had been 
giving for him for some weeks past, I now ask 
the gentleman from Georgia whether he and the 
friends of the. gentleman from Illinois, at the 
commencement of this struggle, properly under- 
stood the fact, that when the House was legis- 
lating in reference to the territory acquired from 
Mexico—south of 369 30’—south of the Missouri 
compromise line, that gentleman [Mr. Ricwaro- 
son] in 1850 took the position that the Constitu- 
tion of the United States did not operate to carry. 
into the Territories of the United States, south of 
that line, protection for the institution of slavery? 
And not only that—as if that had not been sutii- 
cient—but that, if it were necessary, he would 
vote to apply the Wilmot proviso there? 

Mr. 8 PHENS. ill the gentleman allow 
me to say a word? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I have only to say that 
the gentleman from Tennessee misunderstood 
what I did say. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Mr. Clerk, if the gentle- 
man from Tennessee will allow me—I am sure 
he does not desire to misrepresent the gentleman 
from Illinois. The record will show that the 

ntleman from Illinois uniformly voted against 

e application of the Wilmot proviso to the 


